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per eeie tse ieamccs backs Coricehrpredabfeo loam. Gne may thnk thar thee 
is nothing left to say about the subject. Nevertheless, if we consider that every religion 


represents human consciousness, thar it reflects hurnan nature and thoughts, we must 


conclude thar all religions evolve, even when they seem immutable. 

Islam, in particular, encompases the essence of the human being te the point of 
becoming an everyday philosophy. Inseparable from life and social context, it is 
therefore continually evolving 

In the literal sense of the word, Iskim means submission to the divine will; the root 
of the word also exprenes the idea of peace and uprightnes of the soul. The Muslin 
{ntensely lives the relationship with his creator through a religions practice that touches 
‘each moment of his existence. In effect, the shanah (the Islamic law, the path that leads 
to God) is foundation of the religion that concems the social as much as the private 
dimension. 


A religion a staunch and intense as Islam will inevitably provoke discussion, 


particularly in its confrontation with the West, Nevertheless, the meering ofthe Islamic 
world with the contemponiry West has not consisted solely of contliets. In the past, 
Islam has made important contributions to the development of European civilization 
The modern ers, marked by colonialism and the birth of independent Islamic states, ts 
extremely complex. There exists mach confision herween what is, and what 4s not, 
Islam. 


This illuminated and universal religion, which is widespread actoss vast regions: 


and characterized by great cultural differences, has experienced intemal confrontations 
of many different, and sometimes debatable, interpretations. 

‘Thus, there is still a need for books which explain in a simple and objective fashion 
(especially for those looking in from the outside) the history, the behefs, the religion, 


and, more generally, the everyday life of the followers of Islam. appreciate the editor’ | 


choice of a Muslim author for the book, of someone bor and raised in the Islamic 
‘culture. It is my hope thar this makes the book more credible in the eyes of the reader. 
At the same time, it has given me a new opportunity to reflect upon my own religion, in 
order to write of it more freely and enthusiastically. 
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Historical Survey 


The Arabs before Islam 


The Qur'an defines Arab society predating Islam by the term al-jahiliyya (ignorance), 
referring us much to the polytheism of the time ws to the existence of habits and estos 
that Islam rejects. In spite of this pejorative qualification, the era before the Islamic 
revelation is considered by the majority of historians to have been an artistically rich 
period in the history of Arab civilization. It was also an epoch to which we owe the 
creation of several towns which became important centers of culture and commerce 
The Arab people, of Semitic descent, are divided into two lines of descendants 


"Quhtdin” and “Adnan.” From their origin, they occupied southern and northern Ar 


respectively but were later united into one people through migr 


century BCE, southern Arabia was a region rich with several highly developed 
civilizations, such as those of the Manacans, Sabseans, and Mimyarites. In contrast, 
until the advent of Islam, the population in the north was preponderantly nomadic 


Civilization was found primarily in the caravan centers or in buffer stares maintained by 


bordering empires, An example of this is rag, which was protected by Persia and Syria, 
aand maintained as a Persian satrap — and successively conquered by Alexander the 
Great, the Romans, and the Byzantines. The Arabic lanyauage. developed among these 


omadic tribes in the solitude of the desett, belonys to the Semitic family of La 


ages 


‘Arabs. The tern peoples of the Arabean 
“Arabs! appears in Assyrian peninsula 
texts as eatly asthe frst 
mflennium BCE, nv 
describe the nomads uf the 
dlesers and steppe of 
northern Arabia and Syria 
During the Greco-Roman 
‘epoch, the term was applied 
indiscriminately toll 
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Te was Later adopted by the Qurayshi trike, of which the Prophet was a member. The fist 
written documentation of the language, a stele discovered ar Hegra, bears a date 
corresponding to the yeat 267 CE and also contains inscriptions in Nabataean, Aramaic, 


and Thamusdaesn, 


Migration of Peoples 


To better understand the ethr 


Tinguistic, and cultural development of the Arabian 


peninsula, one must imagine a time in which the Arab peoples were in perpetual 


movement throtghout the territory, The Semitic-speaking peoples were forced by the 


progresive desertification of the peninsula to search for more hospitable settlements on 


the fringes of the desert. The first 10 leave the peninsula 


were the Canaanites, who moved toward the eastem const 


of the Mediterra wind 3,000 BCE. In the second 


millennium BCE, the Akkadians also abandoned the 
Peninsula, establishing themselves in Mewpotamia. They 


were followed by the Amorites, whe settled along the are 


of the Fertile Crescent, and liter by the Aramaeans. For 
millennia the peninsula also welcomed Semiticspeaking 
peoples coming from the fertile regions of the north 


(Caravan trails of great commercial importance criss-cross 


Egypt. Syria and derivative called “Punic 

Over Hheasands of years, Mesopotamia. The Ar the heginning of our 

the language and writing of dominant languages in miller the 
these counties wete of cminant languages in this 


bundy Hicroglypbics Semitic origin, the oldest region were replace by 
and demotic wring were Reang the Akkadian ‘others all deriva fh the 
ted untl the fine centuries Languages, snchuding ‘ome too. Phoenician wae 
cf the common et at Assyrian and Babylonian, still spoken in the seaports 
which time Cope Fegan to The Canaanite languages _of Syria and inthe North 
replace them soclude Bibcal Hebrew, Atrican colonies, Hebrew 
Phoenician and its was the language of 
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the peninsula, attesting to the existence of products for 
export and merchants. They required methods of 
transport adapted to the desert, such as the dromedary, 
which was domesticated around 3,000 BCE. 

The Arabs rapidly developed their agricultural, 
‘commercial, and, above all, military techniques. Arab 
contingents mounted on dromedaries had been fighting 
for different armies since the beginning of the first 
millennium BCE, principally in the northetn regions 

During the first centuries of the common eta, 
central and southern Mesopotamia, with Cresiphon as its 
capital, were firmly held by the Persians The northern 
region was claimed on one side by the Romans and 


Persians and on the other side by local dynasties 


nperor 


Constantine (1. 311-337), the Christian religion was imposed throughout the Roman 


empire, accompanied by the progressive Christianization of the state 


Another important event in this time was the movement of the capital of the 
Roman empire from Rome in the West t9 Constantinople in the East In its new capital, 


the empire survived one thousand years after the fall of Rome under the shock of 


religion, literature and The Arabic language. Arabia the Hom of 
science; and Aramaic, the Ar the beginning of the Africa. The peneteation of 
Language of commerce and immo era, it was Atab-speaking peoples 1 
diplomacy, spread primarily spoken in the the south of Iraq and Syria 
throughout the Fertile center and north of Arabia. diffused thie language 
Crescent, Persia, Egyptand Another Semitic language through the entire region. 
the region corresponding to deriving from Ethiopian With the Islamic expansion 
present-day southern was specad throuh the a the seventh century, the 
Turkey. southeastern regions by Arabic language virtually 
settlers from southern, replaced Aramaic 


Herd of dromedaries. Detail of 
12 miniature by irq) ors a 
Wasity (1237), Bbotheque 
rationale, Por. 


Below: Detail of 2 Qur'an in 
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Rulings ond tombs dug int hurbarian invasions. The Hellenization of the Middle East (hegun by Alexander the 


fol ofthe Nob Great and cared on by his successors in Syria and Egype) was continued by the Rorman 


government and the Chri 


istian church. The Middle East also witnesed unending wars 


between the two great powers of the era: the Persians and the Byzantines. Theit 


Jominant theme of the region's political history until the dawn 


the Islam 


nflicts were not due uniquely te territorial claims, T 


these warring powers, the control of commercial routes was of extreme importance. The 


rect toute from the Mediterranean to the Far East passed through territorie 


adler Persian control. The trade of goods such as Chinese silk: and herbs and spices 


from the East Indies and Southeast Asia — of vital 
nterest for Rome and later for Constantinople — was 
hreatened by the Persians, who cur off the routes and 


wanted to be the dominant power in the region. 


In the year 25 BCE Emperor A\ 


conquer the territory corresponding to present-day 


Yemen an onder control of the southern coast of 


the Red Sea. The expedition took a disastrous turn, 


which convinced the Romans to permanently abandon 


Persians and 
Byzantines. 4 


The Arabs before Islam 


any attempt to penetrate into the Aral 


peninsula. The caravan towns and the small 


city-states surrounding the desert were left to bear the responsibility for protecting their 


‘own commercial activities and securing their own strategic bases 


In this manner, a numbe 


wns ind border kingdoms were born and develope 


The most important of these were Petra, Palmyra in the Syrian desert, and Hatea in the 


present-day Iraqi desert, several kilometers to the south of ancient Ninevah. Hatra was 


overpowered by the RB the 


nan emperor Trijan after an attempted rebellion. Althe 
empire was expanding eastward, the immense Arab territory still remained beyond 
Roman control. This was not the eve, however, at the frontiers, where numerous city 
stares and small kingdoms were springing up — either us 
allies with, of protectonites of, the Parthian empire to the 


east and of the Roman empire to the west, Rome's 


policies, evolving from a “good neighbor” strategy to one 
of annexation, affected the states of Palmyra and Petra 
and altered the relationships between regional powers 


The situation changed once more after the 


in Persia 


campaign for power by the Sass 


Practicing aggressive polities, they embarked upon # 


conquest of several kingdoms on the border of northeast 


Arabia. Toward the middle of the third century, they 


Zenobia. Near the end 
f the 3rd century, Queen, 
bus attempted ton 
Palm, 
independence. T 
was crushed by atv atm 
dispatched by Ruse, and 
the city was re-incorpeeated 


1s 
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returned to the east cowsts of Arabia, where they jeopardized local stability. They 


roved Hatra, a territory that had heen annexed by the Romans 


From the fourth to the sixth century, the Arabian peninsula suffered from 


widespread impovenshment. Arab chronicles tell of an economic crisis thar ravaged 


towns and of the rise in nomadism, which occured at the same time as the decline af 
agriculture and fixed settlements. This crisis was not untelated 1 the events thar were 


taking place at the peninsula’ northem horders. During the fourth century, an extended 


petien! of peace between Rome and Persia made the long and costly caravan trails 


through the desert less appealing. Many caravan towns, which had sprung up along the 


mercial routes, were abandoned, thus contributing to the return to nomads 


The decline of commerce and trade also resulted én decline in living standards 


and cultural development. This crisis had repercussions that even affected the 


southernmost towns of the Arabian peninsula: many tribes had to emigrate north in, 


search of more fertile pastures 


At the beginning of the sixth century, the Byzantines and the Persians resumed 


their conflict, plunging the region hack into a state of endemic war, However, the 


struggle was beneficial to the Arak psula, offering it an advantageous role in the 


midst of the turmoil. The Byzantines, who were wary of theit rivals, began searching for 


jed by Persia. The southern route to India ha 


routes outside of territory ¢ once 


wgnin become attractive and took on considerable importance 


The Arabian in, known as the barrie. 
peninsula. This is high was ctomsed in the past by 
plateau of steppe and savan routes linking the 
Jescrts surrounded Mediterranean with the 
mountains. At the center Indian Ocean. The Hija 
the deser sepurates the costal strip 
southern =e led Tihimah from the 
called Rub’ al-Khali, (the immense central high 
Empey Quarter.) To the tea, the Nal, (the 
west, the Hijaz mount (and). To the south. a 


The Arabs before Islam 


As the two empires competed for the alliance of those tribes who hoped to profit 
from traffic along these routes, the kingdoms and frontier city-states re-established their 
previous position. 


Iewas in this context, around 527, in.an attempt to weaken the Sassanians, that the 


Byzantines provoked « confliet between two Arab kingdoms: Ghassan, » Byzantine 


protectorate, and Hira, which was under the protection of the Persian empire. As the 


maneuver was not sufficient to thwart Persian influence in the region, the Byzantines 


attempted to subjugate 


yeutral city-states, to assure their supremacy and commercial 
monopoly over the entire coast of the Red Sea 
On another front, the 


Byzantines incited the 


Christian nation of Ethiopia to rise up against the Jews of 


Yemen, who were under Persian protection, The 
Ethiopian troops, recently converted to the Chnstian 


faith, artacked the peninsula by sea, destroyed the Last 


remaining independent state of southern Arabia and 


opened the country to Christianity. In 570, their 


campaign towards the north brought them as far as 
Mece 


pportant caravan city and place of pilgrimage 


an 


for Arabs, The expedition was, however, a failure 


Ultimately, the Persians regained control of Yemen. 


Ghassan and Hira. 
wee 
Byzantine protection, was 


chain of igh 
stretches fron Yern 
the Gulf. The el 
encouraged agricultural 


located to the northwest of 


development and the 
proxluction of spices and 
ancense,rescaurces highly 
valued by the civil 


the desert, at the 
approximate site of present 
day Jordan. To the 


Hira prospered. Both Arab 


17 


The temple of Hotra, in Iraq 
nes of the 


During the frst cen 


vere occupied by 
fpewples of Arab onge 


Miniature by l-Wasity, poge 
from the Magamat, trans- 
‘rption of rotations of oral 
tradivon (1237), Bbbotheque 
nationale, Pars, 


The Arabs before Islam 


‘The military mancuvers ofthis period and the migration of peoples to the frontiers 
cof the Arabian peninsula had lasting cultural and religious consequences, The majority 
of Arabs whe lived in the region's neighboring areas — thove areas annexed by the 
Byzantines or under the control of Persians — were Christians. Other Christian: 
settlements were found in southern regions, such ay Najtan and Yemen, where 
Chestians lived alongside large Jewish communities originally from Judea, These Jews 
settled principally in Yemen and in the numerous towns of the peninsula. 

During this period, the non-Arab communities became completely "Arubized." 
However, very few Arabs adopted the Persian religion, Mazdaism, This religion was not 
readily accesible to outsiders, Elsewhere, a large numberof individuals called hanif began 
to appear: The word derives from an Arab term designating those who, while rejecting 
polytheism and adhering to the Abrahamic idea of one God, have not truly adopted 
another religion. 

From the oral tradition, we posiew a relatively clear idea of the structure of pre= 
Islamic Atab society. Tribes were founded on blood relationships. Each member 
identified himself as hanw, son of the line whose name he bore. Although relations 
hetween tbe members were fundamentally egalitarian, a certain form of hierarchy, 
according to personal worth and eloquence, was recognized, From the decision-making 
council of the elders, emerged the figure of the sayyid, lord, elected for his noble 
qualities, courage, charisma, and ability to conduct debates. However, families reserved 


Oral tradition. seldom used, and the muro for a group, hercely, 
Foe cultural. lingwone and collection consists mainly attaches! fo its 
historical reason, the ‘of oraly-cransmitred poetic independence, a the same 
dostorsof Im begin from works. Throush ehythin ‘ume contributed toward 
the eighth century to and rhyme. poctry made the he strong cohesion of the 
other the testimony of the ‘ask of memoncation easter, people, ensuring tty 
ral tradition, predating Teisaventable receptacle sulwistence and survival, 
and contemporanens with of customs andaf the way During the sama, fon 
the Rewelacown. If writing of life of these socteties, evening 
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Muhammad the Prophet 


According to tradition, the patriarch Abraham led Ho 
desolate valley south of the land of Canaan. An angel announced that Ishmael would 


J their son Ishmael tw a 


give birth to a lange nation there, and in this valley Hagar saw wa 


spting from the 
sand. The valley would become a stopover for caravans crossing the desert, hecause its 
water was sweet and abundant. The wells there came tw be called Zamzam, 

‘One day when Abraham was visiting bis son, God showed him the precise spot 


near the wells where he and Ishmael were te build a sanctuary. God explained how it Was 


to be constructed: the name of the building, deriving from its shape, would be Kahu, 


cube. The four comers were to point to the four cardinal directions, and the most holy 


object, a black stone from the heavens, was to be set inte the buikling facing west, A 
great pilgrimage to the Ka'bah, instituted by Abraham, was to take place once a year, but 
other, ess important pilgrimages, could take place at any time, Over the centuries, 


throughout Arabia, a 


Little by little, the purity of the religion of the One C 


1 of pilgrims surged towards Mev 


wing nun 


became lost, Even the 
wells of Zamzam disappeared, for which the members of a tribe from Yemen, the 
Giurhum, were responsible. The descendants of Abraham tolerared their growing 
dominion over Mecea, since one of Ishmael’s wives belonged to this tribe. Bur the: 


‘Giurham committed such heinous crimes that they were finally expelled from the city 


‘The Angel. In the times, until, exhausted, she Hagar sew flowing 
desert, Hagitand Ishmael sardown forest: An angel from the sad under the 
‘were stricken with thitst. then appeared to her and heel of her child 

Fearing for her son's life. ‘commanded her to stand up 

Hagar climbed onto a rock and take the child m he: 

in hope of finding water. arms. He told her that Gost 

Seeing nothing, she hhad ordained that Ishmael» 

climbed higher, hut in vain. descendants would give 

‘Distracted with fear, she birth to a great nation. 

nan back and forth seven When she opened her eyes, 
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Before fleeing, they filled in che wells with part of the treasure of the sanctuary and 
concealed them by covering them with sand. 


In tum, the Khuzas, an Arab tribe descended from Ishmael, emigrated to Yemen 


and, returning te the north, became the rulers of Mecca. They made no attempt to find 


the wells, and they introduced a Syrian idol, Hubul, into the Ka’buh, 


und the fourth century, a descendant of Abraham named Qussay, a member of 


the Arab tribe of Quraysh, married the daughter of the chief of the Khuza. At the death 


of his father-in-law, Qussay governed Mecca and became the steward of the Ka'bah. He 
had four sons, of whom his favorite was "Abd alsManaf 
Even so, Qussay chase his eldest, but much less gifted 


son, “Abd al-Dar, to succeed him. His decision provoked: 


Ji 


jon that flared up in the next generation. A group 
of the Quraysh gathered around the son of ‘Abd al 


Manuf, Hashitn, who was the most respected man of his 


time, As violence was strictly forbidden, not only in the 


sanctuary but also within several kilometers radius of 


Mecca, the two factions reached a compromise, The son, 


of Abd al-Manat retained the right to collect taxes, with 


which he would provide food and drink for the pilgrims 


and the son of ‘Abd al-Dar was entrusted with the keys te 


the Ka'bah and granted other privileges as well 
Hashim. The son of Pilgrimage. homage Announce the 

Abs al-Mamaf wae very (Once the Kabah was Pilgrimage to the peuple 

Lille in business matter completed, God ordered (Que'a 27) 


rite of pilgrimage to Mecca 
mentioned “Aswciate no one with 
ne toward Yemen. andthe me, and clean My House 
ther toward the regions.of for those who will 
northwest Arabia, Palestine —_citcumambulate i, starad 
nud Syria (in reverence), and how an 
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Muhammad the Prophet 


town of his birth. The soothsayer counseled him to draw lots between the life of the 
young man and ten camels, the blood price in Mecca. At the tenth draw, the arrow 
finally fell on the side of the animals. Therefore, in place of the young man, ‘Abd al- 
Muttalib sacrificed one hundred camels. Such was the will of God, and the life of ‘Abd 
Allah was spared. His father decided to find him a wife. A niece of Quisay was chosen: 


the beautiful Aminah, daughter of Wahab. Their mar 


age was celebrated in 369, the 


year before that which came to he known as the Year of the Elephant 


The Birth of Mucharmanad 


In 570, “Ald Allah joined a caravan going tw Palestine 


and Syria. On his return, while in Yatheib with his 
grandmother's family, he fell ll and died soon afterwards, 


There was much grieving in Mecea. The only 


consolation for his father and wife was the birth of his 
son a few weeks alter his death. The child, immediately 


presented in the sanctuary and in the House of God fora 


‘ceremony of grace, was named Muhammad. 


ugh few Arabs of the time were literate, noble 


families sought to teach theit sons to speak perfect 
Arabic. Elaquence and rhetoric were considered virtues, 


and the worth of a man was measured by his talents 


‘The Year of the pelerimage. by building at head. Only divine 
yews tntervention was er 

cathedral. This provoked prevent the destructic 

the anger of Arab tribes, the Ka'hah. Goal sent a 


ttho attempted to devecrate altitude of birds wher 


(Chstian named Abeahat it Abrahar, eruniged by this spped stones on the 
lAchram was viceroy, His provocation, swore to Fane cops; until the army of 
ambition was fo compete the Kabah in retahution Abrahat was forced £0 
with the supremacy of He gathered an army, retreat 

Mecca as center of ypurting an elephant at its 


‘Muhammad the Prophet 


poet, The tribe of Quraysh, having only recently settled in 


ens, were accustomed 19 | The bith of Muhammad. 


Detail of 2 Turkish miniature of 
‘entrust their children ro Bedouin wer nurses. The young Muhammad was given to. the 131m century, Tophopi 


Saray Museum. Istanbul 


nurse named Halimah, She raised him in the outdoors according to the custom of the 
desert, on the principle that children benefited from the freedom of 
helieved to bring. He lived im this way for three years. At the age of stx, his mother took 


wit that it way 


him to visit her parents in Yarhrib. During the voyage, she fell ll and dies a few 


s 
later. His grandfather took the orphan into his charge, pouring upon him all of the love 
that he had felt for his dead son, Muhammad's father. Two years later he died as well, and 
Muhammad was entrusted to his uncle, Abu Talib 

As this uncle had many children and lived in poverty, his nephew felt obliged to 
contribute to his maintenance. He tok the flocks of sheep and goats to graze in the hills 
near Mecea, where he passed long periods in solitude. 

Muhammad was allowed 


When he was ten 


his uncle on his travels. 


very Young age to accompuu 


as old and travelling with a caravan to Syria they encountered a 


Christian monk named Bohira in Bostra, Bahira knew of the prophecies in ancient 
manuscripts that spoke of the coming of a propher among the Arabs. Upon seeing the 
child and observing his features, the monk realized that he was in the presence of the 
Prophet. He informed Muhammad's uncle of this, enjoining him to keep the secret 
Because of his poverty and contrary te the custom of Arab society, Mubammad 
remained unmarried fora long time. Marriage between cousins was the accepted practice 
of the time, and the young man hal asked for the hand of his cousin Umum Hani, but in 


‘The purification. appeared, dressed washed his heart und chest 
Tradition recounts a very completely in white, with the soon an fet him 
significant eptsode in the bearing a golden basin full leave. Muhamenal’s wet 
‘early fie ofthe Propher: ‘of snows, Seicing the child, urse, alarmed by the story 
the purification of hisspirit they laid him on the of the Prophet's brother, 
when he was only three ‘ground, opened his chest who had witnessed the 
years old. Behind the tents and took his heart out in scene, decided te being 
of the camp, Mubarnmad theit hands. They founda Muhammad back to his 
‘was laying with hisfoster small black lump that rhey family to protect har, 
brother when two men cast aveny. Then they 
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suse of financial reasons andi clan alliances she was, however, given in marriage 


rat to ng the richest merchants of Mecca, there wats 


woman, Khadyah bint al Khuwaylid, of the powerful Asad clan, and a distant cousin t 


her second husband, she 


Hashim’s ¢ vegan hurin 


take care of her commercial affairs, Khadijah knew Muhammad's repu 


Mecca, where he was called al-amin (the trustworthy), and she decided to entrust him 
with merchandise she was sending to Syria, Upon his return, Muhammad went to her 


hi + of his sales. Although fifteen years 


ouse with the boughe with the pr 


bis elder, Khadijah was very beauriful, Attracted by the 


young man, she asked one of her friends to arrange a 


marriage. The day of the wedding, Khadijah gave her 


husband a young slave, Zayd ihn Harithah, who beeame 


Muhammad's adopted son. To help bis 


Muhammad took his cousin “Ali into his home. That 


Quraysh decided to rebuild the Ka'bak. 


Muhammad was given the responsibility of placing the 


Black Stone inside 


Fond of solitude, Muhammad often withdrew to meditate 


in vcave on Mount Hirah near Meco, He wats now tn his 


children. 


The young J (black acconting t Mohammad’ 


Muhammad. Ar the 9 ve descrip 1 Jubarnmuad’s rar 


wenty-kve, Medhoommnad Jan to others) was happ 
1 Jinhtets followed: Zayna 


Rexgeyyin, Omir Kolthuatn 
Hh arxl Fatima, A second son, 
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fortieth year. One night during the month that would Later be called Ramadan, he was 


alone in the cave, having vowed to fast and to carry out a spiritual netreat. Suddenby an 
angel appeared to him und ordered him to read the parchment that he carried. Terror 


stricken, Muhammad fled, and, retu 


ng to his houne, he recounted the event to his 
wife. Khadijah went to consult her cousin Waragah ibn Nawfal, a hanuf who knew the 


ancient we 


ings. He announced to her that her husband would become the prophet of 


his people. Waragah’s athrmarion was confirmed by the evidence of revelations coming: 
directly from God. Encouraged by his wife, Muhammad began speaking of the angel and 
the revelations to those who were closest and dearest to 
him. The first to accept the teachings of the new religion 


after Khadijah were his cou 


All, his adopted son Zayd, 


and the faithful friend of the Prophet, Abu Bakr as 
Saddiq, a well-loved and respected man. Following 
Khadijah’s example, Abu Bakr did not hesitate to 
sacrifice all of his wealth to the cause of Islam. Thanks 


him, many others adopted the new religion, The number 


of believers — men und women — quickly grew, even 


though no public call to convert to the new religion had 
fas yer been mule. In the first days of Islam, the 


Companions of the Propher went in i 


ip to 


unobrrusively in the valleys on the outskirts of Mecca 


The reconstruction of | Quraysh, since each clan hod of the blanket and lift 
the Ka‘bah. Until the time claimed the honor of it together Once the 
ff ts reconstruction, the returning the Black Stone hhlanket had been lifted. he 
‘ts place. Muhammad took the Stone hirmelf and 
nda wag toresolve their pur itm place. The 
ighest, the height of tsp. Calling tor a construction could then he 


nat, permitting entrees blanket. he spread itn the continued, and the Kabah 
op easy access The floor ars placed the Stone was finally completes 
reconstnuetion caused in the middle. He then had 

serious discon among the a member of each chin grab 
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Idolaters would surprise them and attack them with insults. But che Muslims decided to 
attain from violence as ng as Goal did not condone it 

When Muhammad fist proclaimed the birth of the new religion, the Quraysh 
sccmed preyured to tolerate Rut when they understood that the religion was directed 
sagunet their go their traditions, and their principles they feared for thetr commercial 
activities A few of them went 19 Abu Talib to ask him to puta stop 0 bis nephew's 
activities. Seeing that their prewute had no effect on the Prophet, the Quraysh began 


renecunng those Felievers who could not protect themselves. 


The onigms of the commuanury 

Despite the increaung hontity of the Meccans, the number of helievers continued £0 
sgn For the fist rime, the Propher him was attacked and insulted openly by the 
worst enemy of Islam, Abu I+Hakam who, out of cons 
Tempe, the Muslims have names Abu Jahl (the father of 
Agnorance). The Prophet metely rose up and netummed to 
Is home, Hamza ibn al-Mutraliby an uncle of the 
Prophet, having leamed of the incident, went into the 
sanctuary where Abu Jah was seated with several 


Quraysh, Wi 


Hof his force, he hit him on the 


shoullers with his bow, while proclaiming before all his 


adherence to Islam. In order to avoid the worst, Abu Jabl 


‘The Revelation. an embry: teal for yout 
When the angel appeared Lord im most beneficent, 
Mohammad 


two couse of the 


Prophet Jian andl Zubayt 


ubammed responded, “I now (Qur'an 96: 1-5), followed by others. a 
don’t knows how to-read,” ver of the Revelation, the 
the evhortation wes Prophet was ondered 10 
repeated twice: "Res convert his lan, but he 
the Name of your Lard who met with litle succes, 


created, chested man ftom 
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tefrained from reacting. This new victory of Muhammad alarmed the Quruysh, since the 
conversion of Hamza, a respected warrior, meant reinforcement and protection for Islam, 

Following this episode, the Quraysh decided that they must act quickly to stop a 
movement that endangered their interests. One of them went to see the Prophet. 


th, he 


sd alone near the Ka’ 


Finding him s fed many enticements, which 
Muhammad rejected, refusing to make any concessions. He continued to win the 
adherence of influential believers, like ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, a rich and respectable 
member of the Umayyad clan of ‘AK Chams, and other young Quraysh whose arrival 
strengthened the community; The Prophet soon realized 
that even if he himself were protected, many of his 
disciples woul become victims of persecution. For their 
security, he ordered them to take refuge in. Abyssinia, 
where they received a warm welcome. He granted them 


complete freedom to practice the religion as they saw fit 


A group of ewenty-four people participates in the firs 


emigration of Islam, 


In the meantime, though an attempe to oppeme the 


flight to Abyssinia had failed, the persecution of the 


Muslims who stayed in Mecea increased. Abu Jahl’s 


nephew, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, who, 


sof the Mi 


been one of the fiercest oppor 


Aye and Kh toward the polythensm of 
At Yatheb the — he Arabs, When the Arabs 
fof Banu Aws and Ban of Yathrib learned thar a 
Khazraj were constantly in gan had peoclaumed 
‘conflict. Each sought te himself the Prophet of 
forge an alliance with the Mecca, they decided to ally them a part of the Qur'an, 
Jewnsh tribes living in the themselves with hire. The but hey ronsted hie 
‘oasis. They met omly with head ofthe Banu Awssent este. 
rnistrust, since the Jews a delegation to obeain 
showed little tolerance (Qurapshi support against 


Hamza strikes Abu Johl for 
‘moulting the Prophet Persn 
‘mensature (1030), Bésiotheque 
natn. Pres 
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TR himself converted ro Islam, A courageous man, he did nor hesitate to pray publiely in 
‘moqeartabah mor ede. | ftontof the Kabob and to exhort other Muslims to join him. ln 619; at te age of sixty 
Pett epg five. Khadijah died, and Abu Talib, the uncle of the Prophet soon followed her to the 


gnive. The grief in Muhammad's soul intensited, endangering his role as Prophet. The 
same year, however, the Prophet wed a thirty-yearold widow, Sawdah bint Zam‘ah, and 
several months later, the daughter of Aku Bakr, the young and beautiful ‘Ashah, was 
promped to him in mariage, In 620, during « pilgrimage 
tn a place called alAgaha, near Mina on the route to 
Mecea, the Prophet met six men from Yathrib, of the 


Banu Khacray tne. These men subsequently decided to 


submut themselves to Islam's 


poset 


Meanwhile, the 


th and mont violent conflict 


between Banu Avs and Banu Khazraj broke out in 
Yathnb. fey indecisive ourcome resulted in a temporary 
trace, The sts Khacrajites who had met Muhammad at 
ale'Aqabo carried his message to their clan, ENaring the 


summer of 621, five of them returned on pilgrimage 


bringing with them seven other men, two af whom were 


from the Banu Aws tribe 


They drew upp a pact with the Prophet, which came 


to be called the pledge of ale'Agaba, One year later, 


The persecutions. Hosbimite clan, sing the Mfins tne fr 
thew, "Umar, did tot to the Haste, and sary elextive 

retuinle Abu Jbl to selling ce kung fom 

nconeinue his pesecution them. Forty of the Quraahi 


the Muslims An edict 
prox tamed, 
cnunanaling the Quraysh 


aced thet seal on 


1 document 
1 tan marrying was solemnly placed tn the 


women of the Ki'huh. The edict 
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seventy-three men and two women renewed thes pact, encouraging Muhammad to unge 


his disciples tv emigrate to Yathrib. His closest followers, with the exception of Abu 


Bakr and his cousin ‘Ali, ubandoned Mecea 


Hijrah, the emi 


Finally, because the Quraysh were com take his life, the Prophet fled Mecea 


along with Abu Bakr, After many difhculties, they reached the oasis of Yathn on 


September 27, 622. Upon his arrival, Muhammad was welcomed with a great 


celebs 


tion, He immediately ordered that an interioe courtyard he purchased and 


transformed tnt 


nena 

The Prophet called the Muslims of Yatheib, ansar (upgerters), while naming hi 
followers from the Quraysh and other tribes michajnn (exiles), The two communitic 
sgined! support from w think: # treaty of alliance was made by the Prophet between hi 


disciples anul the Jews of the oasis. They founnke a punity of believers, bse 


on w mutual respect for their different religions. fn this way, Istatn established itself firmly 


in the oasis, which soon changed its name to al-Madinat al-Mounawara, the 


Enlightened Town. When the construction of the mosque was completed, the Prophet 
added two small houses 10 the eastside, which he occupied with his daughters and hi 


wife Sawda, He celebrated his marnage with the young ‘A'shah soon afterwand 


The revelations of this period were tly with legal matter 


emed prede 


the establishment of the fast of Ramadan, the obligatory almygiving, and the distinction 


‘The assassination In thes way, the gual for bi wrap hirmself 1 
attempt. nf would fall upon all of cloak to fool the auereswor 
The Quraysh agreed on a the clans, The conspirator is of ack 

sted by Abu Jahl planned a meeting at xd divin 
1 assassinate the Prophet nightfall neat the Prophet section, the Prophet 
Each clan wus to choowe a Fhouve. But Muburnind art 4 to escape and the 


truneworthy young man, At ‘wate “ALL caught sight ib with Abw Bakr 


ul all wttiack the Mubaminad whed “Ali t 
Prophet ot the same time. lay di 


‘on his bed 
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1, one of the doughers 
‘ofthe Prophet, leaves Mecca to 


ra her Rather 1 Medina 


stusewrn of Ar 


The mitvat ofthe Moxque of 
‘keh, The mitra, the 
riche wiven mcbcates the 
recon of prayer, onginaty 
‘pointed towards Jerusalem. It 
‘wan turned towards Mecca 
following a revelation wire 
took place m Medina duning 
the month of Sharan, in 624 
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berween what was forbidden and what was permitted, But shortly after the arrival af the 


Prophet to Medina, a revelation (in response to the situation the new faith found itself 
in) granted Muslims the authorization to fight. War against the pelytheists of Mecea 
now became inevitable. The incident that unleashed the first battle was an unsuccessful 


attack against a Meccan caravan, but there were many other reasons for conflict, The 


Muslims were driven to battle because of their desire for vengeance, the con 


iscation of 


the Mece 


the emigrants’ goods fe 


profit, and the inn 


ng econOMiC Pressure 


placed upon the amar, who were responsible for the maintenance of the community, 


The Prophet advanced with an army consisting of about 350 ansar and muhajinan. He 
stationed them at Badr, west of the coastal route which runs from Syria to Mecca, in the 
hope of ambushing the caravan of Abu Sufyan, the head of the Umayyads, allies of the 


Quraysh, Bur Abu Sufyan evaded the trap by taking an indirect route. Meanwhile, a 


Quraysht army was dispatched to his aid, On March 17, 623, the Quraysh, with a 


powerful army of one thousand men, confronted the Muslims Ir was a hard-fought huttle 
andl the Queaysh lost several of theit best horsemen and clan chiefs. Driven back, they 


terteated to Mecca. Two mayor battles between the Muslims and the Quraysh followed, 


Though victorious in 625, the Quraysh were decisively beaten in the attack against 


Medina in 627 
The following year, the Prophet decided to accompany his followers on the 


pilgrimage to Mecca. Learning of the plan, the Quraysh called a meeting of their 


assembly. Though the sacred month had begun, they sent two hundred horsemen to eut 


‘The battles and various merchandise stinging defeat for the 
During the two years ‘was hijacked. This disaster Muslims and ended in a 
following the Buttle of peruaded the Queaysh to mmunsacte, Many 


Bade, the M 
from the ch 


cana wuffered accelerate their sand Companions of the 
the preparations tor the war Prophet were killed, but 
aravan toutes bondering that they had begun despite this temnble blow 
the Red Sea. Inthe arrack following the defeat at suffered by the community, 
10 an important Meccan Rade. The battle, which, Muhammad marnstassed bis 
ace at Uhud, tothe resolve. In 627, the 
edna, was a (Quraysh decided to launch 


aravian on ies way t frag took 


north 


‘off the pilzrims’ path. A battle was avoided when the 


pilgrims changed direction and reached the puss 


twal-Hudayhiyah, a plateau located below Mecea, within 
the boundary of the sacred territory 

Wishing to resolve this delicate situation, the 
Quraysh sent one of their men, Subayl iba Amir, known 
for his political adroitness. The negotiation resulted in a 


pact thar established a ten-year armistice. It was agreed 


that forone year the Prophet and his followers would not 


enter Mecca against the wishes of the Meceans, 


mn 
their presence. However, whoever expressed the desire 
to join forces with the Prophet would be free to do s0, 


The following year, the polythelsts were obliged to leave 


Mecea for three days so that the Prophee and his disciples 


e with the 


could curry out the pilgrimage in their absence. One year later, in acconda 


treaty, alent two thousand Muslims carried our the tite of pulyrimage sna town deserted 


by its inhabitants, Some time Later, around 630, a nocturnal raid by the Quraysh against 


a tribe allied with the Prophet resulted in one death. Mul ad considered that this 
incident marked a rupture of the armistice. Unable to accept his allies’ attempts to avon 


rations for a axt the Queaysh, His army, the 


pain, 


conflict, he ordered preps 


largest ever to have emerged from Medina, was almost ten thousand men strong. The 


a decisive artack against 
Medina and with the aad of 


thet alles rated an army his ake 

cf realy fou thousand tilumage, the Prophet army faced a cation of 
men, Bur the siege fied ‘ mieion of Blteen the trikes of the north ara 
and the Quraysb army was sess ta Arab ‘rallid Byzantine ences 


forced to retreat The Muslim tmops 
withdrew to Mata in the 


south. The 


Muhammad then recruited 


The Nate of Bod (624), 
fought between the wupporters 
‘oF the Prophet and the 
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her divided it wr units, each with its own commander. They invaded Mecca 
froun four directions ay ity: Muhammad celebrated his vierory with a solemn 
itty, Leading tege, he went first to the Ka’huh, then to drink from the wells of 
z Finally, he tetumed tw the Kabah, where he gave infer to destroy the 


Muhammad the Prophet 


. said: “O, God, be witness! 


the end of the pilgrimage, the Prophet returned to | Femi o/ Muhammad at 
Mesin. Turk ceramic om 


Medina, where he soun faced another danger to Islam: impostors who claimed t be > ne 18th centuy. Maen of 
Turko-blac At, tabu 


prophets. 


The Death of the Prophet 
One day, as Muhammad was preparing to go to prayer, he was stricken with an agoni 


headache. The next day, June $, 632. he went to the momjue. The prayer had begun, 
and Abu Bakr, who was leading it, wanted to give him his plice, but Muhammad 
signaled him ro continue, saying, “Lead the prayer!® Rerurning home ny "A'shah, be 


wunckate 


stretched our on her bed, laying his head on his wife's chest, She heard hin 


the words, "© God, to Paradise with the Supreme Presence.” His head hecame heavier 


‘Aisha laid it on a cushion, and she, with the other we 


The Muslims had to decide quickly who would wer the 
community, Abu Bakr had been the cleest Companion of the Prophet and had led the 
prayer when Muhammad was still alive, Before the gathered community of believers, 
‘Umar took the hand of Abu Bakr and swore to him his loyalty, ax did all who were 
present. In Medina, the grief wats greut, and a crowd of mhabitants gathered to pay a final 


homage to the Prophet and pray for hin, 


JOU 


The disbelief of "Umac. Abu Bake. authority, “O peopte, 
Misinterpreting a verse of ‘Abu Bakr was not present whoever adores 
the Qur'an, "Umar refused at the dearh of the Prophet, Muhammad. may be krerw 
tobelieve thar the Propher but he quickly retumed and thar Mubarnmad i truly 


‘was dead: He proclaimed took deciave control of the deal. Whoever inkores Gea 
Jn the mosjue that situation. He gave aspeech my he know in truth thar 
‘Muhammad had withdrawn in the mosque that made a ving and will never 
‘nto the Spite bust would deep trapresion on theme 
soon twappear among them, awembled. After having 

peared Gra he declared 
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At the time of Muhammad’ death, different languages were being spoken in the region 
corresponding to the present-day Muklle East; diferent religions were professed, and 
authority was divided between several monarchs. Within a short time, emenging Arab 
power, armed with a new faith, had overtumed the established pe 
‘onder. Islam became ss 


military conquest, although ie did not become the offetal Language until 


irical andl military 
sd by 
uch later. The 


religion, Arabic, the language of the Qu 


Ialamic state founded by the Prophet benefited from the reign wf four al-Khulafa’ ar 
Rashidun (the Rightly-Guited Caliphs) — the vieurs, successors, or Hieutenunts of the 
Prophet 

The frst task that faced Abu Bakr was the defense of the unity of the state and of 
Islam, which were menaced both by the ridah (secession) of tribes who refused! to pay 
tribute to Medina, and by disension caused by false prophets. Abu Bakr reacted with 
firmness, and in 635 the secessionist movement was crushed. 

The Arab forces were ready to carry their faith actoss the desert to the mote 
developed civilizations of Mesopotamia and Asia, In 636, under onder of the caliph, 
Muslin troops penetrated Palestine and Teansjonban. Meanwhile, other troops attacked 


lacing 


Hira, the ancient residence of the Lakhmids on the Euphrates, in Mesopotam 
the predominantly Aramuaic-speakis 
the rule of the new Islamic state. By caliphal onder, the commander Kh 
whom the Prophet hax! named SwyfI-Lah (the 


tise 


p subjects, under 


ity al- Wal 


population, long Per 


vaxksword of Islam), left frag in 


Beyond the desert. conviction mnstilled in 
In the beginning, due to them by the Prophet and by 
the progressive the pride they felt n being 
impoverishinent of the soil agents of a poneerful and 
‘ofthe Arabian perunwuls, unifying belief the Arabs 
the Arab expansion was did not fear confrontations 
motivated by the desire to with the By=antane und 
obtain new territories and Persian armies whe were 


vital resources. Inflamed by better prepared azul 
the strength of the religions equipped 


Left: Mosaics inthe Umayyad 
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Gusded ” Detail ofa Turkish 
‘mmoture. Topkops Saray 
Museum, Istanbul 


37 


The Islamic state 


‘Umar the al-Khattah The spread of Islan. 


The Islamic state 


The Islamic state extended religious tolerance to ts new su r sich || “Seeawacloianies 
had been enunciated in the Law as well as in pacts est, J between the Proph J maeaedeotpei ig» 
the Jews and Christians — “ahi al-btab (the people of the Book). S fenton of sedis 
religion, and the right to protection were guaranteed t0¢ Jows in exchange Acker ate 
for payment of a poll ray, the jy, ancl a land tax, the k . iged wh ne 
tw pay sakat (rhe almsgiving tithe) i 

‘Umar did not nominate a successor but instead chose « vhira, snponed 
of six of the Prophet's oldest companions, to select a new caliph. His elected successor 
was ‘Uthman ibn ‘Attar, the Pr ww, of the Lina 1 the fi 
member of the Meccan aristox ved Haka 
During the twelve years of ‘Uthman's caliphat 
(644-656), territonal expansion continue 0 a 
Armenia were entirely subjusited, while a fr 
Arab armies advanced upon Tripoli and presenta 
Tunisia 

The unrestrained nepotism of Uthiman a 
opposition from the clans. The revolt spilled over int 
the provinces, and, as far away as tag and Eeyy 
Insurrectionar n Medina. “Uthat 
‘was finally assassinated 

{financial org . 

not have to pay amy Wy 
ieamcloate oes : 
peoples subjazited f ‘ t 
Islamic rule. Later on, i anaged 
hecame necewary th create i servant i 
a complex administrative wes ut , 
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The Umoyyod Great Mosque ot ‘The civil wars 


Damascus 


The door to the caliphate was finally open to"Ali, Muhammad's cousin, but first he had. 


to combat the opposition led by ‘A’ishah, the widow of the P 


Mulawiyah thn Abi Sufyan, the governor of Syria, whe wanted to 


yet, and then by 


for the death of ‘Uthman and to seize the caliphate. With the raising of Ali's army, the 


politico-religious schism of the Kharijis developed that would deprive ‘Ali of the chance 


The Umayyads. 
Lacki ¥,"Uthman 
was unable resist the 
pressure of his noble 
Umavy: 

Mu‘awrya, som o€ Abs 
Sufyan, conquered Crp 
(649) an th 


forward to Sily. In 655 
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of governing in peace. Five years of a turbulent reign 


ended tragically with his assassination in 661. A. gr 


Ali's followers formed the Party of ‘Ali, or Shi'ay at ‘Ali 


known Later as Shi'a. Its followers are called Shits. 


After “Ali's death, his eldest son Hasan abandoned his 
claim to the caliphate in order to support Mu'awiyah, 
who had already been declared caliph in Syria. The 
emergence of the Umayyad dynasty hegan a new period 
in the history of Islam, 

The Umayyads, whose dominion extended from 
India to Spain, confronted the moral and military 
resistance of the Shi'a and of the Kharijites, whom they 
had fought against during ‘AUVs reign. The Shi'a claimed 
athlution to the imamate, an equivalent of the caliphate 
which belonged by divine right to the descendants of the 


Propher's family, This was the beginning of the second 


‘The definitive version 
of the Qui 
One of the principal 
«naval hattle. The achievements of (Uthman 
Muslim victory wsthar 
foreshadowed thest he ordered the canonical 
Jominance over the recension of the Qur'an 
Mediterranea (630) 


the Bycantine navy met 
Muvawiya’s mew Arab fleet 
tthe c 
the 


successor of Uma 
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civil war, which would have great religious importance. Husayn, the youngest son of ‘Ali 
and grandson of the Prophet, headed the revolt, which broke out in Tray. He and his 
followers were exterminated by the Umayyads at the Battle of Karkala, in October 680 


Only his young son escaped alive. It was following this massacre thar the Shi'a party, a 


political movement from the very beginning, found its religious dimension. Beseiged, 


stormed, and burned, Mecea was not spared during the rebellions 


Unity of the Empire 


In 685, ‘Ab al-Malik ihn Marwan, from another branch of the Umayyads, rose to the 


throne. During his reign, he re-established the unity of the empire. We owe to him, and 


to his succewor Hishar undation of the impertal organization. Arabic became the 


official language of the adm nd Pablavi. “Abs albMalik 


tr 


minted gokl coins, ornamented with Arabic wo 


The empire expanded under the reign of al-Wald (675-715). In 711 Arab troops 


crossed the strait of Jabsil-al-Tarig (Gibraltar) and conquered Spain. In 704, during the 


pted invasion of Tranwoxt 


ate 


starting from northeastern Iraq, al- Wall's army was 


stopped by the Turks fist at Samarand, and then at Bukhara, Ie was during this time 


that the Anibs pene n territory for the frst time, by way of southem Persia. 


One of the last great Umayyads was Sumar ibn “Abd al: 717-720), the Pious 


Caliph, known for his profound religiosity and his scrupulous sense of justice 


In the east, the Hashim) 


+. who were supporters of the party of 


had plotted in onder to asert their rights. Profiting from the new rebellions a 


‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘on Temple Moun in 
Marwan. Jerustlem, 
i saw the 
beginning of construction 


‘ot morumental religion 
edifices, symbols of the 
tinivered meseage of Ilan, 
such as the Dome of the 
Rock and the Agua 
Monge, bul im 692 
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Great Mosque af Damascus, 
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nt of al"Abbas, uncle of the Prophet 


proclaimed himself calph. The Umayyads and their followers were massacred. The only 


member of the dynasty succeeded in conquer 


Spain, 


fos AWM ar Rahman L In Arabia, the center of power was transferred to Syria 


1 North Africa to Iraq, gravitational ce 


ter of the Lange 


mopolitan empires of the anctent Middle East, Abu Dja'far al-Mansur (d.775), wh 
succeeded his brother Abu al-'Abbas, was the true founder of the dynasty of "Abbasid 


an the eastern bank of 


In al-Mansur’s government, the management of the 


al servic anil. Each province of Baghdad 


The governor carried out the call te Friday prayer 


) helped strengthen his position as head of the 


jegion’s Islamic community. This consolidation of 


nereised by the qadis (judges! itnted directly by th 


The “Abbasids. pw a 

ised absolute monarchy, T 

. wit Avi bere fo 
al and reli loses. The 
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caliph, In cases of abuse of power and injustice, the 
peuple would appeal to them. The maintenance of public 
order was confided to the shurta, a locally-rectutted 
police. It was under the reign of the “Abbasids that the 
slow degradation of the empire began. Spain and parts of 


the Maghrib had acquired their indepe 


vighth century. Other outlying princes, in the © 
well as in the west, followed suit 
The initiative of Iranization, which was started k 


al-Mansur, was expanded under his son al-Mahdi 


(755-285), Meanwhile, the caliphal court and th 


religious apparatus of theologians and doctors of the law became clnsely intertwine 
The caliph, pure and firm in his defense of Islam, harshly suppressed Manichaeism 


The golden age of the empire which began with al- Mansy 


reign of Harun ur-Rashid (786-809). This was a period of well-being and social peace 


the management of fiscal, political, and econeunie affie 


However, their power was judged excessive by ar-Rashid. 


having unjustifiably augmented their family's wealth, ar the expense of the stare. After 


the tragic fall of the Barmakids in $02, the administration of the provinces, entrusted t 


an incompetent caliph, sustained considerable damage. It was during this period! that the 


Perstan moskl, a perma 
Uniler the caliphate of al ariny was created It 
Mansur and his succemon 

the important function ol enrile 

twaztr was exercined by th i 

Persian Barmakid tamil mon 

From then on, the permanent, salaried aren 
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uprisings in the East and the loss of 


entire regions in the West ensued. 


The Caliph ar-Rashid chose a 


-Amin, his son by a wife of noble Arab origins, as his 


successor He entrusted the govemment of Khorasan and the westem regions to another 


son, al-Ma'mun, whose mother was a Persian slave. 
Furthermore, he named him as his brother's successor 


Bur al-Amin, the 


w caliph, had no intention of 
respecting his father’s wishes, This led to a bloody 
conflict between the brothers, In 813, Baghdad, al 


Amin’ ¢ surrendered after a very long siege, Al 


Ma'mun mok the title of caliph but judged it prudent n 
remain in the western provinces for a while before 
retuming to the capital 

Baghdad was now capital of the empire, hut the 
Persian provinces’ desire for independence renulted in the 
neral of 


formarion of small local kingdoms, In 820, a 


In 


tan origin, whom al-Ma'mun had named governor of 


the region of Khorasan, obtained independence and 


founded his own dynasty, Other princes imitated him 


‘The fame of the € 


inh a is very much linked 


to the support that he gave to philosophical, scientific 


Haran al-Rashid. most important rulers, from his capital and by planning 
Harun al-Rashid i pethoys the Emperor af China’ pilgrimages to Mecca ara 
the ment tame caliph. Charlemagne, with whom jihad (war) against the 
Kno fv meaghanirnty unbelieve 


atul his sense of justice, he 


\nspited the legendary 


figure nthe stories The sacted character of his 
Theared and One Avahzn position ax commande of 
Nights His prestige was felicvers by percnully 
recogmeed ty the works Jeading the Fray prayer in 
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and medical research and to the creation of the ayt al-hikmas (House of Wisdom), center 


of Greek and Syrian translation, 


Al-Ma'mun was succeeded by his brother al-Mu'tasim (833-842). He added officers 


from Turkey and soldiers from the provinces of Central Asia to the army. The continual 
disturbances that these soldiers provoked obliged the caliph to transfer his court and his 
Turkish guard ro Samarra. This impertal garrison city, 150 kilometers north of Baghdad, 
served as capital of the caliphate until 892, when one of al-Mu'tasimn’s successors decided 
to return to Baghda 


The energetic al-Mutawakkil (847-861) re-established the caliphal hegemony. He 


checked the power of the Turkish guard, which had become uncontrolled, introduc 


the Mu‘tazilite doctrine, and, with the support of both laymen and theologians, 


reinstated a strict orthodoxy. These measures, however, were not sufficient. In $61, 


Murawakkil was assassinated by the Turkish guar 


were four caliphs, and the capital was overwhelmed hy comple 


Mu'tamid was elected caliph, Because of his young age, he war placed under the tut 

of his brother, Talhah al-Muwaffag, who, in twenty years of government, recovered part 

cof the caliphate’s lost authority 
What had begun as an ay 


arian and military state had des 


cosmopolitan empire with prosperous commercial and industrial activities, and towns 
that were magnets for labor and caprtal. But thes transformation created inequalities, 


dissatisfaction and social tensions, As people were exposed to the great diversity of 


ALMa'mun. The ‘anonal thinking 6 
Caliph al-Ma'taus, wher ‘orthexo religious deema 
was a member of the Following this teaching, the 
Mu'tacilite theological imam grantes hienselt 
school, attempted! to doctrinal autheesty superior 
Impose it as the octal to that of the consensus af 
doctrine of the state. The the doctors of the Law 


Mu'tucbites fourwled a 
school of philosophy bases 
‘on the application cf 
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cultures and to an increasingly effervescent intellectual activity, « umber of heretical 


The Caliph al-Mukraf (902-908) succeeded in quelling the Karmatian revolts in 


Syria and [rag, but the situation grew serious when other rebellions broke out in North 


Africa, His successor, the young al-Mugradir (908-932), faced a new wave of Shit 
religions revolts led by the Ishmuilis, who conquered the town of Kairouan, Their chief, 


Uhay d Allah, proclaimed himself caliph deriving his authority from his descent from 


Farina, the daughter of the Prophet. He founded the Fatimid dynasty. Notthers Syt 


fell under the control of the local Hamdanid dynasty, while in Persia a Shi‘ family, the 
Buwayhids, took power 
Meanwhile, confusion and disorder reigned in Baghdad. In 945, when the 


Bawayhidl Emir of Khorasan, invested by the ‘Abbasi 


caliph with the honorable tithe of Mow'tzz al-Da 


(Glory of the Stare), entered the capital to defend the 
dynasty, the power passed into the hands of the Shi'a, 
The army extended its influence, and a new and powerful 


nilitary aristocracy Meanwhile, the income fri 


taxes continued to grow 
lo North Afivea, the Fatimid state annesed Egypt in 869 


and extended i 


nflucnce to Syria und the Arabian 
peninwula, In contrast to the Buwayhids, these Ishmailis 


refused to recognize the authority of the ‘Abbasid 


Social tensions. The Karmatian won the frontier regions of 
Ar the end of the ninth, movement. Syria ad brag and ypread 
‘caste of mena The brutal revolt of the x great part of the Arabi 


Conte f wultithnic onwgin —Karmatians sn 875 surred pearl. This was the 
appeared inthe county, up the peauants and the svg of the founadatwon o 
wile revolts of black bedoumnsof Iraq. Though he State of Bahan 
slaves, the Zens, broke tepited by the Shi‘ which masmtained it 


nat in the sale matshes of movement. its claims were independence 


southern lea, plac cemenlly political and 


ate in jeopardy sccial. The revolt rapadly 
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dynasty. Prosperity and solidity strengrhened Fatimid Egypt, while the caliphate of 
Baghdad weakened. A series of external attacks hastened the fall of the empire. In 


Europe, Christian forces began 


ake the initiative in Spain and Stely, an expansion 


thar led to the Crusades. But the real danger for the Islamic empire came from the East 


‘Waves of invaders were arriving fom the Astatie steppes: Among them was a Turkish 


people from the north of the Caspian sea thar had converted ro Islam in the renth 


century and provided soldiers for the auxiliary troops of local rulers. In 1058, their chief 
Nisha 


In 1055, he 


Tughell-Beg, of the Seljuk dynasty, procls 


‘embracing Sunni orthodoxy against the Sh 


rched upon Pes 


power, 
‘entered Baghdad where he put an end to the Buwayhid regine. The caliph bestowed on. 
himn the title of sultan as well as the full power andl responsibility ro fight the Farumids 


Foralmont a century the Seljuks concentrated all of thetr efforts on the institution of the 


religion, on strengthening the power of the state, and on cultural developn 


Disturbunces, plots, anal the is sonal situation weakened them, to the 4 
the Caliph sil-Nasir (1180-1225). While the Ayyubid foxught 


Syria and Egypt, the Kharezmchahs, in fran, were captured by the Mongols who soon 


inbage of 


sinat the Crusaders in 


burst into the Muslim world. In 1243, they invaded Iran and then Ing, devastating the 


‘Abbasid capital in 1258. The fall of the caliphate broughe a great epoch of Ish 


history and crvilication tear end, 


Fatimid Exypt. suban centers multiplied 
Unie the Fatimid dynasty, anal experiences troe 

tolerance of ethnic and prosperity, ging hurth to a 
religious diversity promoted —_cxntnopulitan elite. Creek, 
aflowering of exlture anal Persian andi Invtan literary, 
tnaugurated a pilden age scientific and philesophical 
for Egypt and tor the works were rraneated ints 
universalist dimension of Arabic. contributing to the 


Iam. With economic and renewal and enrichment of 
‘commercial expansion, the Arab huarnanisrn. 
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After the conquest of Baghdad, che Mongol commander Hulagy numed rowands the 


ola, 


northwestern Iran, where, during eight years, he fought the Seliuy sultans in Ana 
In the Middle East during this period, three great powers confronted each other: [ean of 
the pagan Mongol khans, later converted 19 Islam, Turkey of the Muslim Orroman 
princes, and Eyype of the Mamluk sultans 

Encouraged by his great victories, Hulagu resumed his march of conquest toward 


Syria and entered Damascus in 1259 after having conquered Aleppo. In the Battle of 


‘Ain Jalut, foughe in. 1260 in P: e.the Mongol srmy was annihilated by the Mamluk 


troops, commanded by the Berber Turks. Bur the contlict between t 


Mongol power 
kh. 


anal Egypt would last several decades, well after the conversion of the 0 Islan, 


Meanwhile, Egypt, taking the place of « weakened Ina, became the center of Islamic 


power und succeeded in repress wols and the Crusaders 


After the death in 1193 of 
Ayyubid dyn 


stinging defeat on the army of the Fourth Crnade, bu 


ilin (Salah 


in al-Ayyubi), founder of the 


«the kingdom was divided. His successor al Malik ale'Adil inflicted! a 


serwards Euypt wa forced to co: 
‘exist with the Franks A period of curmoil followed the assassination in 1250 of the last 


descendent of Saladin, the Sultan Turan Shab. The Mamluk 


Din Aybey married 
his widow and founded a Mamluk state in Egype and Syria 


After his victory ower the Mongols, and profiting from the chacs, the Mamluk 


Timur Lang. ended and the 
Timur Lang (Tamerlane), Mongol empite 
ruler of Mongol fiefs in dloantegrat 
(Central Asia. invaded and 

annexed Fran in 1380, He 

then crossed into rag and 

ravage! Syria, Ie wasn't 

tut is death in 1405 
the devastating invasions of 
the peoples of the steppe 
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Genetal Baybars proclaimed himself Sultan of Egypt and 
Syru. By welcoming an ‘Abbasid who escaped from the 
Mongols, he re-established che Sunni caliphare at Cairo, 
bur it was an illusory caliphate, without real power. 

In Anatolia, at the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, an Ottoman principality was ereared inside 
Ryzantine Bithynia and took the name of its founder, 
“Urhian, Thus began incessant frontier war with the 
Byzantines. Meanwhile, Ottoman troops crossed the 
Dardanelles in 1354 and penetrated into Europe through 
Macedonia, Bulgana and Serbia 

Bayasid 1, (Bajaset) (1389-1403), the fourth 
succesor of ‘Uthman, was an ambitious commander and 
was not content with the vast kingdom he had inherited 
in Europe and Asia, He wanted to annex the Turkish 
Emirates as well, in onder to unify all of Anatolia under 
hhis sole authonty, But he was decisively defeated at the 
Bartle of Ankara in 1402, In 1415, after a long period of 


civil wars, Muhammad [, a son of Bayacid, was able to reign uninterruptedly over an 


‘Ottoman state, even though it was shaken by several rebellions. The policy of territorial 
expansion resumed under Murad Il (1421-1444). 


| Muhammad I], son of Murad, called Fatih (the Conqueror), rose te the throne in 


by Baya 
«complex dhaal military and 
‘csi acimnistrative 
structure, in which civil 
servants wete subelinate 
‘to the Mamluks. The 
hereditary transmission of 
the sultanate, which, 
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1451 and aspired to unify the European and Anatolian 
parts of the empire. In 1453, he conquered Constant 
inople, thereby putting an end to the Byzantine empire 
The former Byzantine capital became the residence of 
the sultan and the spiritual heart of the Muslim world in 
Europe 


In 1481, under the Sultanate of Bay 


Jong period of peace, Egypt and the Ottoman empire 
entered into war for the conttol of Cilicia, The condlict 


lasted from 1485 to 1490. Although the Ox 


unable te gain a decisive victory, the war was proving to 


dn 


non Egypt. fn adklition, the Ottomans hal t 


divert their attention and energies to Iran, the thind 


Shah “Abts 1 ond bis wie 
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Targest Islamic power, In Azerbaijan in 1501, Shah Ishmael, ruler of the Turkomans 


founded the Safavids, a new ambitious dynasty. After conquering Persia and 


Below, right and left: Details 
of a minature, Schoo! of Herat 
(1262), Tophop Saray 


Mesopotamia, he unified the country under a theocratic regime inspited by Shiti 


doctrines and founded his capital in a region clone to Ontoman territories, Thi 


tory 
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Museum, Istanbul 


impelled the Ottomans to annex Arabic-speaking lands from the south of the pet 


to the banks of the Persian gulf 


In 1517, the Ottoman sultan, Selim, received the keys of the Ka'bub and the title 


of caliph, thus legitimizing his protectorate over the Holy Places. The circumstances 


were fitvorible for a decisive attack against the shaky Mamluk state 


Fatih. Safavids and Jigwars conflice wa 
‘The first Ottoman lewal Ottomans. In 1511. the panty Satavad dynasty 
coules ate attributed Safavid stered up a revolt ty 1514, the Safavid 
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In 1520, the accession ofthe Sultan Sulayman, called the 
Magnificent, marked the apogee of the Ottoman empire. 
Reforms were instituted at every level of political and 
social organization. Turkey made its debut on the 
European stage, and after the victory of 1526 over 
Hungary, the Turks arrived at the gates of Vienna, This 
was the high water mark of Turkish expansion into 
Europe. With Sulayman’s death in 1566, the power 
paned into the hands of the Grand Wasi. Their 
iniquitous management of land, taxation and 


anlministrative systems provoked endemic rebellions. In 
1685, a second siege of Vienna ended with a resounding Turkish defeat, and this was 


pinctee Catmeenuey Page | followed by other important military defeats and he low of numerous provinces: The 
‘roma Manazinom manu: | 

script The near, which 
sminsrcescoymonime | ___- Meanwhile, Shah *ABhas, who had risen so the Trartan throne in 1585, pres 
Magntcent.Tophop $270» 

Museum, itn 


‘Ottoman empire became the “sick man,” whose weakness threatened Euopean stability: 


| over an era of peace and prosperity. The army was reonzanized, Shi'a became the religion 
of the state, and the establinhment of new relations with Europe opened commercial 


| Wirth the death of ‘Abbas in 1629, the Safavid dynasty went into an ierevocuble 


decline. Despite the success of Nadir, a talented military commander, the relations 


between the Islamic states and their European antagonists were not fundamentally 
altered. 


Europe: The Russian army The apogee of the 
and the nationsof western Safavid era. 


Europe began to threaten It was under the reign of 
sand conguer Muslim Shah "Abbas (1555-1629) 
terrinones. The halance ot that architecture and 
‘power had changed on a Painting reached their 

the beginning ot ‘military and commercial peak, notably in the 

weakening of theforcesof level, and ths affected all ‘miniatures from the school 

Islann before the of the Muslim countries ‘of Rida 'Abbast. 


capunstonist policies of 
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Conflicts with the Russians and the signature of several 


humiliating, peace treaties confirmed the decline of Ottoman 5 


Russia also threatened Iran, which attempted 


it had been forced to cede to the Tsar. This zuided by Aga Muhammad, » 


leader of the Turkomans, who seized northem Persia and made Teheran his capital i 


1785. Crowned shah in 1794, Ago Muhaman 


ithe 


ar dynasty, His successor 


attempted to govern by op 


expansionist designs on Caucasta and England! 


fon Afghanistan. In 1828, Russia imposed a peace treaty that was humiliating for I 


es with the Greeks, and declared 


joined fe 


key. What ha 


territorial struggle evolved sno a frontal attack on Isham, 


In Asia, the F 


ans advanced towards the 


ugvese campangned in Africa, 


Islam and Euerape 


European civilization, whether directly of through the 
mediation of Mediterranean cultures, very smportant 
Following the Crusades, the social, economic and 


cultural exchanges between the two workds increased, but 


the eno Jifferences dividing them 
military solutions 
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In 1798, French troops, led by Bonaparte, arrived in Egypt. This was the frst 
significant offensive launched by modern Europe against the Islamic world. Although wt 


was a military opera 


on, it was also the first scientific exploration of the area, In 


addition, it expesed the traditional world of Islam to modem European political ideas. 


The French occupation of Egypt was of short duration. Muslim control. was re- 


‘established thanks 


he tnrervention of England, 


the expeditionary comps led by 


ited to the French defeat in 1801. Subsequently made governor 
ul AL 


Jertook important military, land, and fiscal reforms, In 


hereditary viceroy, and Egype obtained complete independence 


from the Ortoman empire. 


Meanwhile, an event that woukd have major social, 


politic 
the Arabian peninsula, Muhammad thn “Abd al-Wahhabs 


ul religious consequences was taking place in 


allied with Muhammad ihn Sa’ud, the head of a tribe 
fromm the Najd region of central Arabia, in order to 
mpose his religious doctrines by forse. The rigid Sunni 
reform movement of Wabhuabiyyal, founded iy 1746, was 
on of the most ancient doctrines of the 


8 reformulat 


hall legal schools and the theoties of Ibn Taymiyyah, 
Al-Wahhab’s thoughts inspired an entire movement of 
Ih 


nic modernism: its influence continued lony 


initial success. The Wahhabis conquered Medina in 1804 


Muhammad “Ali. the first pointing press construction uf rand 
Thos great retormer the Egyptian sate wae and the opening of the Sues 
introduced 3 modern founded. with the fie Arab Canal in 1569. Exypt 


educational sytem, created sda strategie rule tf 
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and Mecca in 1806, thus gaining control of an important part of Atabja’s territories. But 
in 1811, at the request of the Ottoman sultan, the governor of Egypt, Muhammad ‘All, 
mounted an expedition against the Wahhabis 


In 1530, the colonization of North Africa began with French annexation of 


Algeria, which, while nominally under Ottoman rule, was, in fact, self-governing. In 
1832, the Emit “Abd! al-Quiie, a Sufi philosopher and poet, led the Algerian War of 


Independence against France. The rebellion was defeated in 1847, and "Abi al-Qadir 


was forced into exile. In Tunista, advisory committees were formed to take steps toward 
new Arab unity. They were interrupted in 1881 by the French occupation. Other 


apeans, The Turks handed Libya 


countries in North Africa were colonized by the B 


le came to an end in 1922. In Morocco, the 


over to the fealians in 1911, bur featian, 


reign of the Sultan ‘Abd al-/Aziz, begun in 1894, ended in 1912, The country became a 
French protectonite with Marshal Lymutey as resident-general 


In Turk 


the Sultan Ma'mud IE (1808-1839) launched a program of reforms. His 


reorganization of the army and the state was directly inspired by the French model. hy 


1865, the Young Turks movement was formed, founded on a blend of patriots, 
Ottoman constitutionalism and Islamic modernism. The constitutional movement 


developed until the promulgation of the constitution by Sultan “ABM al-Haaid I 


The insurrection of 1908, followed by elections, brought the Young Turks a 


parliamentary majority, then to power by a coup in 1913, The following year saw the end 


of their attempt ar democracy, Turkey became involved in the Fist World War in 


alliance with the Central Powers 


questions of agnculture workl, the emergence uf 
The promulgation of the exlucation and taxes ta ideological nanionalist and 
Constitution of 1861 by the pathamentary assembly amie movements 
Bey of Tunis, introduce a These institutional retorms, _prefigured the cultural 


constitutional re however, ddr renuwaance and the re 
the ine tee non laaake decline of alamic contri establishment of political 
country but it wasreveed icing bankruptcy. diorder, — ukependence 

soon afterwards in 1564. military interventions and 

Likewise, im Egypt the foreign secupatin 


governor turned over hroughout the Arab 
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represented in Beirut in 1913, demanded complete liberation from Ottoman 


Soudis in prayer at Abu Dh 
United Arab Eiates. On the 


domination. intemavanal scene, the Gull 
‘countries and Saud Arabia 
mamtan a balance between 
‘mysticism and obscurantism, 
‘morally vetuoun and, atthe 
same time, retrograde 


In Arabia, the Wahhabiyyah doctrines received the suppoet of the Saudi dynasty, 
who, thanks to an alliance with England against the Turks, had extended its power over 
« the beginning of the First World 
Ji dynasty, ‘Abs al’ Az 


a linge part of western Arabi at, Immediately 


following the war, the head of the ibn Saud, imposed his 


authority over the new territories of North and South Arabia. In 1932 the kingdom of 


Saudi Arabia was proclaimed. 


In 1919, in Turkey, a young officer named Mustafa Kemal, later called Ataturk, the 


Father of Turks, organized the 1 


ainst the Allies in the center of Ana 


power, Kemal proclaimed Turkey a republic and 
abolished the sultanate. At the same time, Islam ceased 
to be the state religion, and the Latin alphabet replaced 


the Arab alphabet 


In 1906, in Iran, the constitutional revolution 


obliged the shah to convoke a nat ambly and 
promulgate a constitution; then civil war forced him 00, 


flee to Russia for refuge ir 1908, Inv 1909, 
of Ahm 


franian Oil 


shah, the creation of the A\ 


Company introduced the system of concessions for the 


of the oil resources of Persia, Ie was the 


Nagshbandi and fourteenth century into the though distanced feom Suh 
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ew the French invaders This, int no 1818, the 
Fodia, of Sufi inspiration, results ina battle for inspirational seas ofthe 
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beginning of anew era in the relanons between the Islamic countries and the Europeas 


ot powers. The same year, the agreement between Iran and England guaranteed the 


independence and integrity of Irantan terntory. This, however, did not prevent the 


ge part of the country by Russian ar 


1921, an officer by the name of Reza Khan Sawadkuhi seized power. Hi 


hurmelf sbah and founded the Pahlavi dynasty 


the First World War ¢ 


resulted un the weakening of 


re of Western powers, The division of Arab territorie 


European powers and mandated by the League of 
Mesopotamia, which became a monarchy under the 
British mandate, was called “Iraq fom an ancient Ar 


the Republics of Syria and Lebanon, With the Balfour 


The Pahlavi. Riss SI The Arabs and Israel he first Lsraell-Arab war 
undertock w policy of i 1947, after long a augurated a long series of 
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Declaration in 1917, the English began to support the 
creation of a Jewish homeland within the framework of 
the territorial limits decided on by the League of Nations 

Between the two wars, the only states of the Midule 
East who succeeded in conserving their independence 
and enjoying complete sovereignty were Turkey, Iran and 


Afghanistan. Saudi Arabia and Yemen also gained their 


independence, bur in Egypt and Iraq, independence was 


mainly of a formal nature. In the decades chat fotlowe 


these regimes obtained complete political autonomy 


After expelling the French, Syria and Lebanon added themselves to the list of 


independent countries and entered the League of Arab States, which was proclaimed in ‘Mosque of the Rack 


March 1945. The incorporation of Jordan into the League took place the following pear 
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The list of independent countries grew longer 


Morocco and Mauritania (1960), Kuwait (1961), Algeria (1962 Jong and bloody 


war of liberation), and the United Aral Emirates (1971) 
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coups directed 
times that were 
ed responsible, in 


league with the Western 
forces, fora defeat that 
allowed the growth of tl 
Jewish state and the 


ich [sae 
obtained the rec 
he Arab countries, the 


obst 


le to peace in 
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Images of Islam 


fight hand page. The 


ofthe Mosque of Abu Dua 


Mosque 


Boghdod underwent apd 
men. was garnsoned heve 
utasie (833-847) ond oh 
Mutowotki (847-861) 
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Images of Islam 


‘Fragment of Admiral Pir Reis 
(1513) world map, depicting 
the Atlantic Ocean and the 
coast ofthe Iberian Peninsula, 
West Africa, and South 
America. Naval Museum, 
Istanbul. The Turkish admiral 
‘ew his own map ofthe 
world, basing on the map 
‘drawn by Christopher 
Columbus as well as on 
Portuguese, Alsandian and 
Arab maps. 


Lett hand page: 

Page from the manuscript of 
Abu Ma’chat (Cave, cca 
1280) with @ miniature 
representing astrological 
figures. Conjunction of the 
‘moon and jupiter in 
Sagittaras. Bblotheque 
‘navienole, Pons. European 
‘astrology and astronomy were 
strongly influenced by ilarvc 
scence, 05 can be witnessed by 
the fame of Abu Ma‘chat and 
the greot number of technical 
{terms dered trom Araby 


Following spread 
AL iddah. the pilgrims prepare 
themselves to enter mt the 
holy sanctuary of Mecca, 
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Qur'an 
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founded on Zayd’s text. At 
the same time, he ordered 
all other versions destroyed 
indicating the importance 
‘of this edition, 

The Qur'an does noe 
follow the chronological 
ander of the revelations 
The chapters are ordered 
according to lerygth (in 

~), with tl 


exception othe frst 
chapter. The Qur'an 
divided neo 114 surah, or 
‘chapters, an each sirah 
Alivia nto ayat, ot verses 
(ln the citations ofthe 
‘Quran in this hook, the 
first tuber ieicates the 
surah: the send, the 
‘at. )The second sr 
yposeal of 286 verses and 
last cant 

he Quan eas a 
mre than sis 


three to 


ponusand aya of unyeal 
lengths, In these weitiy, as 
tm theie reaching, all but 3 
few sum are preceded by 
the formula, Bismullah or 
Rahman ar Raho (In the 
ame of Allah, ment 
benevolent, ever-merciful), 
which later became the 
sof all 


religious rites. Its recta 

«can precede any act that 
Muslin performs. The 

‘opening warah of the 

Qur'an, called Fatih, the 

Broegauc, © 0 brief prayer 


eminent role in the history 
of Arab literatute does not 
only hol for the time ofits 
origin, bur remains true 


(the inimi 
of the 
Quran) is dogma clairned 
by all schools whe stealy the 
message and the style of the 
Book. 


‘emphasizing Allah's 
primordial role an the 


religion, as well asin life of 
the Muslim 

The first surah, which, 
were tevealed in Mecca, are 


called the makknar 
Meccan; they ate shorter 


than these revealed i 
Medi 


which are called 
nayahe, Medtvans 
he rules of 
the 


public on 
Medinans contain 
directions on how te 
‘onganze anal lead the new 

The Qur'an skleenes 
tors moral a 


eligiouns 
subjects 4s well s the social 


meantcatin of the new 
stare, Meditations on the 
destiny of man are 


sntertveinedt with laws 
he 


establishment of an Islaroxe 


concerns ts broad, b 


het concern rem 
betterment of human 
2s. Goal Himself 
ms Hunan 


the wach for perfect 
The ideal of jen 
supremacy ofthe moeal law 


which man can neithe 
make no break according 
to bi will, since Goad oats 
founslations. Within the 


oly text we find a theory 

cof the natute of reality, a 

callectton of moral and 
instructions which 


constitute the basis of the 


Law, a theology, and a 
cosmology. Ar the center is 
the concept of God, as 
creator and lord of the 
tunivene, whene attributes 
of power and mercy cannot 
be separated; rather, they 
necesunily intermangle in 
thet unity 

The Qur'an underlines 

prayer 

ing. amps 
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‘Manuscript of the Quran in 
‘ule characters on parchment 
(700 century). Museum of 
Turco-stamic At, fstanbul 


Below: Cathoraphy of a 
‘Quranic verse in dwar style 
by Maswul Dharun (1981). The 
‘no Cultural Centre, London, 


Stylized Turkish wong. 
Wooden table (14th century) 
‘Museu of Turco-Ilaric Art 


Qur'an 


tithe), and stipulates chat a 
pilgrimage toust be made to 
Mecca at least once in a 
Muslim's life 

Te als cals forthe ja, 
a complex concept which 
‘means “call to wat” only in 
certain cases. In gen 
fa! means the striving 
perfection 
Gea by the 
self and of one’s workdly 


An immense narration. 
The Quran is didoetic and 

| historical. I ells the 

| history of peoples, tribes, 
kings, prophets, and saints 

It speaks of the Biblical 

axlventures of Noah, 

| Abbeaham, Joseph and 

| Moses the story ef the 


sseoch. This notion of an 
all-encompasing effort 
applies to peaver. to the 
zukat, to the energy with 
which one desites good and 
abbors evil toward the goal 
of the expansion af Iam, 
and, by extension, to war 

which can only be 
declared in particular 
circumstances 

In several places the 
Quran prohibits nba, 
Gasuty), mays, (gambling), 
and the consumption of 
alcohol: "Satan only wishes 
tw create among you enmity 
sand hatred through wine 
and gambling...” (Quran 5: 
91). Its also forbidden to 
cat carton, Hlood of pork 
Noo el them all 
the commands revealed 1 
me I find nothing which 
men have been torbiklen 
toeat except carion and 
running Hood and flesh of 
the swine for it «unclean, 
‘ot meat consecrated i the 
rname of some other than 
Go, which t profane.” 
(Qur'an 6: 145). 

“The Qur'an is, above all, 
a book of ponciples and of 
relies and moeal 
admonition, Nevertheless, 
‘grees fundamental legal 
Aiteetives on questions of 
slavery. the condition of 
women, mariage, family, 
ana rules of mheritance. 

Tr hus thar women anal 


Jesus, and post-Biblical 
episodes: and it relays the 
trexwres of colloquial Arab 
‘wisdom, It conveys at 
unmersal message. 


their children should 
remain under a man’s 
sguardharship, The Qur'an, 
proposes a better life for 
women than that of the 
pre-Islamic period. 
complement each other 
“They (your wives) are your 
drow as you are theirs.” 
(Qur'an 2: 187). Women, 
enjoy the same rights ax 
men, even f men beneht 
from a privileged status 
Polygamy proved to he aw 
solid foundation for the 
family as Jong ws it was 
regulated by hw The 
seeneratione which followeal 
the death of the Proptier 
were careful n intervening 
the sacred rext, However, 
because of the rapid 
extension of the Islamic 
state and the subsequent 
diversification of is ethnic 
and cultural compotion, 
‘humerous commentaries 
were requited. These 
commentaries also were 
‘written in response to 
controversies that yuted 
‘movements thar demanded 
ar return to Islas origins, 
tw tradition, and to the 
peuple and circumstances 
of the Revelation. This fed 
tw the writing of the Jami 
‘al -hayanf afr al-Qu am 
(The Full Expenition of 
Quranic Commentary), 
This work by Tatar 
(839-923), wivch is the 


Qur'an 


and Sunnah 


‘anddlcion to belog the for the individeal utline: but the term, 


Ltreemenche rose ir as was for the Seka oecentic 
peal camrnarat commu behavior of the Prophet 
hestparrslia Indeed, the Prophet himset ails of Islami 

. made a clear distinction practices ate defined in the 


berween his own saving vunnah For example. 
Qur'an isdere prayer and 


Ynly sn extraordinary hon 


hadith constitutes a 
fundamental past of the 
varnah of the Prop 
hadith were trat 
al of Muh 


Companions 
nallest detail and is At the death 
the source that unite f these, the Tan, the 
Liverse peoples. Successirs or disciples, wh 
erally means had lived with the 
a story, oF Companions and compiled 
rnecdote A hadith the orally-transiitted 


the chain of chain, tran Ne 
transmitter), which give hath to thew disciples 
the text credibility t Some hadith wete written 
isting the genealogy of by the Companions on | 


uted it pages known a sahifah | 


| er ldiner cane than th araly doce | 
fr who ws only ts woh Jing religious 
received its definitive for 
pus of the 
be esta | 
the sunnah could bes / 


‘Obedience to the 
Prophet. “He w 
the Apostle obeys 


33). The Qur'an cor 


bedien 


Hadith and Sunnah 


the applied. It was the the Compendium), 


Muhammad ash-Shaf' Nevertheles, the 
(767-820), founder of one number of apocryphal hadich 
‘of the four traditional re, False Radich head 
Islamic schools of law; who already appeared during the 
imposed the regulated Ife of the Prophet. Because 
usage of the stemiah of the ofthe gravity of this 
Prophet. He accorded the ‘problem, Islamic schokars 
ah degree of authority created a method of 
tly beneath thar of the exegesis kne 
Qur's 
‘Only five of the 
collections of hadith were inte two beaches. The ‘lm 
‘unanimously lected! sahih al-durh specialized in the 
atic). The most ‘examination of the hadith 
Important ws the Sahih of annd the ‘lm aldirayas 
snnilled the authenticity 
rs were of their teanestsicny, This 
compiled later: the Sahih of exegesis resulted in a 
‘Abucl-Hisayn (816-875), clisstheation of hath 
the Sonnan of Abu Da'wd according to the criteria vf 
(a. 875), the Sahih of al the number of yma in each, 
‘Tirmdhi (824-592), ant hath anal tts anit 
the Sonam af al-Nasa’t (a and extrinsic vat 
915), Other collections of a rwterring to a 


Faith include the Somnan pecially formed during the 
Tn Majah (dl. 886). the course of the tesearch 
Mu Malik ibn the ® 
Anas (712-795), the ophet himself, the 
Maan of al-Daritmaby (a hath knw ee arf 
869), anal that of the jurist (raised) 0 that of a 


it ts called 
When i icles 
af and strange 
iis called 


thn Hanbul (740-855). 
To the stoties of the 
prophet, the Shit ake! 
those of the imams, whone 


teachings illustrated the very special sort of Detail of o Turkish tnptych in 
griicance of the ath, called ath cpu ‘wood with a description ofthe 
prophetic messaue; The (holy tradition) was the inspiration of Prophet. Museo d’amte 

mmoxt importint collection —_—_distingutshed from the rest Muharnimaal ara Onentale, Rome 


tof Muhammad ihn and wae twit subynatted t transmitted by him without 


al-Kulayi (i, 939), the previous classihewtwwns commentary 
which was knwowt asthe The text of the hadith pads 
Una abafi (Foundations of ts not attributed to the 

‘The transmission of timpeortane ponitions in the service of the Prophet at a 
hadith. Islamic state. Another very young age. His long 
(Overa period of years, Abu sigruticant contriution, life ended in 711 
Hurayra, loyal servant of came from ‘Abdallah, the Barsora. ‘Ath 
the Prophet and who did son of the second caliph, Muhammad’ tavorite wit 
not convert to Islam u ‘Umar. “Abdallah died in who played an umportac 
628, gathered together a Mecca in 692. Hadhs are role foe Islam after the 
collection of hadith larger akoatteibured to Anas iba Prophet's disappearance 
than any other. He died in of great ransmitted a Large 


Medina in 678, having held 
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Two scholars Syran mevature 
(1228), Tophaps Saray 
‘Museum, Istonbul. The sunnah 
‘contains exemplary epsodes of 
the feof the Prophet 

Therefor, rom the study ofthe 
sunnah, the shanah, the 
‘src La, 0 derived 


Below: The soughter of an 
‘oneal Detod from an ory 
logue. (Egypt. 110h ~1200 
centunes) Mureo de Borgel, 
Forence Ika’ lows 
governing the saughter of 
lavemal ae of Semitic orgy 


Islamic Law or Shari'ah 


Through the 
centorvement and 
liniicanion of Quranic 
precepts, the science of 
Tatami jurisprudence, igh 
panccamalhrheclo 
igh was to extablih 
Inowledee ofthe law of 
God thar concern the 


Dictary regulations. 

By Islam Law Mushims 
ce forbudden to eat pork, 

roc, and the flesh of 


the Islamic rite Islam did 
snot markedly change the 
het habe fen that of 
the pre-Islamic Arabs but 
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actions ofall responsible 
Muslims, classifying them 
from required to forbidden, 
The word shar ah comes 
from a root which means 
‘murked puch, meaning the 
clear and defined way 
which leads to Gad. 

The sharah the set of 


A nteduce tual 
laughter, which i of 

utc origin. The ritual 

fs preesouncin the 
Boul formas the 
name of Allah”. then 
<leanly slicing the throat of 
the animal and leeting 2+ 
much Blood drain as 
reosible, Meat fom anual 


‘religious commandments 
which regulate the 
behavior of the Muslim in 
all of hs private and social 
activities. The four 
foundations ofthe Islamic 
law are the Qur'an, the 


the substancial 
the gas, (analogical 
deduction) and the yma 
(consensus or formal 
principal), 

The shart ah is divided 
wo two pars ‘hada 
(devotional acts), 
Fertaining to an 
sndividual spiritual 
relationship with Allah, 
‘nal mw amt (human 
relationships). While the 
Prophet wa alive, hie 
ssuthority wav anvoked to 
resolve any uncertainty 
Under the four caliphs who 
succeeded him, the aah 
war applied. Howevet the 
adninisteative and legal 
‘Practices that were in force 
an the pre-Ilanue 
Brantine and Sassanian 
‘empires had w be 
coneered when planning 
the administration ofa new 
and rapidly expanding 
seate. Because the role of 
the caliphs was not 80 
ence the divine la, but 

run the empie, the 


Alli es wa are all, 
{permutted). Over time, 
legal treatises enumerated 4 
snes of permitted and 
forbukden foods, with some 
varuation, accorling to 
schools. The flesh of fish 
and locusts s guthorted, 
‘even f the animal i 


already dead. Spilled blood 


office of qa (je) wi 
established. For the entirety 
of the Umayyad res 
there judges were in cha 
of enforcing obedience t 
the shar ah 
The risk 
progressively further from 
t! ples 
necessitated the 
establishment of a legal 
body to rectify the 
situation, Daring the reign 
of the ‘Abbasids, a prove 
Was initiated which would 
purify tralitional Islamic 
Taw and codify laws which 
conformed to the teachings 
of the Quran and the 
prophetic hadith. The role 
‘of the sunnah, whieh wins 
fundamental to legal 
a’y, personal opin 
rational character, This was 


Islami 


led by 


sn turn reinforced hy the 
dgyas, arulogcal 
deductions, which were 


mae when a janie related 
1 pre 


previous one of whieh i 
ruling had already been 
taken, To avo the 

p 


sibility of disser 
ld turn to the ima’ 


the unanimous consensus of 


Islamic law. The link 
between the sunnah and 


ima’ wats rae by dad 


is forbidden, bur the liver 
and the spleen are allowed 
Tes forbidden to eat all 

q heen sicriticed 
to God. Dates ute u favorite 
food of Muslims, and they 
mended tor 

fast, following 
the Propher’s example 
Alcohol is totbidklets by 


(systematic original 
reasoning). The only 
peuple who were 


mnsidered competent in 
this matter were the 


(scholars or 
religious scientists} 
Aner the ninth century 


the gma’ was confined 


the recension of existing 
legal opmmons. Abwlute 
dguhad were not allow 
except to great persons such 
as Ihe Taymiyyah (a. 1325), 
and only the right of 
relative th 
authorized. 


Islamic law ac 
the 


se, "O believers, th 
und gambling, the 
and these arrows you 


ido 
tse for divination, are all 
from them. ¥. 
prosper” (Qur'an 
‘Theretine, all fermented 
drinks, and drugs in 


keep awry 


may haply 


Islamic Law or Shari'ah 


The multiplication of 
sl opinions led to the 
tution of madhahih, 
(legal schowls) The 
foundation of the frst 


schools of the law is 
attributed to two great 
jurists: Abu Hanah 
(700-767) froma Kuta, brag 
and Malik ihn Anan 
(712-795) from Mestina, 
They carried 0 


long and 
sot the 
(Quran and the adic 


ys of the fist 


ral, are forbudden 


The surah extends the 
probibition to all types of 
ambling and comman 
men to abstain from 
weaning silk clothing and 


gold ornament 
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Student atthe University of 

Abu Dh, United Arabs 
nvledge ofthe 

guide the 


divine ows Wi 
belie 
nah 


behavior is ced 


that of the smnah (the 
-¢ of the shan’ah) and 
of the tonma (community), 
for which all decisions were 
made by the caliph. In spite 
of the existence of differing 
opinions regarding the 
foundations of the law, the 
Apt 
Tradition 1a common trait 
held by all of the schools 
There are, thete 


fundamental legal s 
recognized by the Sunni 
The Hana school, 
by the ‘Abbasids, became 


the official school of the 
Ot 


econ 


widespread in 
Turkey, the eastern part of 
the Arab world, India and 
Pakistan, This is the most 

Uiberal school, claiming the 
adherence of approximately 
half of the Muslims. 

The Maliki school is 


North Aftica 


omninant i 
The Shai’ school, has 
always been present 
Egypt andl claims a small 
following iy Syrta, Babess 
and Indonesta. The 


F 


unbal school, which has 
a smaller number of 


disciples, has 


represen 


Jin Egypt andl in 
Syria. Ie was from this 
school that the Wahhabi 


Sunni and Shi'i. 
The Surin ant Shs 

schools have several 
different opinion reganhine 
specific teachings of the 
shan’'ah, for example 


questions of succession and 


the social position of 
women. Concerns 
political organtsan 


Islamic Law or Shari‘ah 


The creation of legal » five values: 
schools in the Shit world fard (required), 
dates back to Jafar al-Sadiy (commendable), mud 


(699-765), the siath In (tolerated), makowh 


who was a descendant of (reprehensible), and Auraan 
Ali. Differing from the (stnctly forbudden and 
Sunni, the Shi't se the punishable b 


imams as the interpreters of 
the law, and theie acts and 
sayings are of equal value 

ith However 
for the Sunni, the 


tthe fi 


the tenth century 


little freedom to use the 
ma’ Since the end of the 
tihadl unl the moder 


period, Sunni Law has been 


pins), 
" © 


fo an inniwation, M 
governors had been 


the treatises of the figh and 


ipplies them t. 


the Shi'i, 2 perfect the divine law. When th 
government cannot exist in Mongols took Baghdad, 
the of the Mahdi they de 

(the twelfth, or "hidden aliphat 

Imam), for the Sunni the mic poll 

caliphate is the legitimate ham ah was thenceh 
form of government, since sole remaining un 


the caliph is the 
the Propher and is 
responuible for enforcing 


m1 


the pr 
Center 


rmirab om the rug t owed 


pe 


sam, can be 
ned anywhere, Because 


1 prayer rug has @ 


Below: Ablution ofthe fret 
\Which precedes entry int the 


Muhammad ‘Al, Caio 
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The Five Pillars of Islam. 


amc religions 
practice demands of the 
Muslim five essential 
(pillars or foundations 

4 faith). These are the 
profession of faith 
(shahacah 


ipeayer (salat), charity 


aka), the fase of 
). and the 


2 (ha) 


Rarmadan (sa 
pilgrimage to Mec 


Shahadah 
the profession of Faith. 


In the order 
established by the hadith of 
Muslin 

fire duty ts the profession, 
¢ faith. The shah 


the Prophet 


requires more than the 


levotion of the believer: t 


f speaking the phrase, “L 
bear witness that there i 
no God but Allah and 
Muhammad 1s the Prophet 
# Allah.” After a beset 


part of the Islamic 
‘community by reciting this 
Jex aration before 
witnesses, preceded by the 
ut (the statement of 


The nivat 
Required by the law. the 
rnpat (statement of 


Jamental tole as the 


to every religious 
xt. None of thex 


considered valid. the 
not fist been 


Salat 
the Prayer. 


The most important duty of 
the Muslim is 


he salat, the 
daily ritual prayers In 
Arabic the term does not 
mean a personal and 
spontaneous prayer t 
the heart, but rather 
ritual, canonical worship 


There ate five prayers 
preceded by an athan (the 
all), and by sen’ (ritual 


purihcation of the body and 
sl hefore presenting 

od. The 
+ worn by the Muslim 


ineself hefore C 


and the ground upon which, 


he prays i 
Prayers are held at dawn, 

oon, midafternoon (it 

the madpount between the 


sunset, and after twilight 
The Qur'an repeatedly 
mentions the requirement 
# canonical prayen 
without specifying the 
Jetails of the rite. “Be frm 
tn devorion..and how with 
those who bow (hetote 
God)” (Qur'an 2:43) 

In fact, the sequence of 
the salat, follows a ritual 


taught by the Prophet in 


his hadith, “Carry 
as you have seen me carry it 


mit prayer 


All 
reached puberty and aren 


slime who have 
full possession of theit 


required to perform salat 
After curing towards the 
gibla, (the direction of 
Mecca), the faithful 
pronounce the niyat. This 
1s followed by the takbir, 


the enunciation of the 
Allalus Aktout (Cio is 
Great), in the position 
called giyam, in which one 


stands with atts tated and 
hands held open at 
shoulder level. By 
pronouncing this phrase 


the speaker enters a stare of 


holiness and is forbidden te 
take any actions, other 
than praying. at the risk of 
nullifying the prayer 
Motionless in the gam 
pesinon, the orator takes 
ths lett wrist an his right 
and, and recites the 
Fatibah, hist surah of the 
Quan, He closes with an 


cextra-Que'anie amin 
followed by at least three 
shore verses of the Qur'an 
of his own choice 

Atter the tah 


ator hows forward with, 


the 


palms posed on his kn 
the nud’ position, and 
recites a heel formula of 
tlorification three times 
After straightening up, he 
then kneels in the sujal 
(prostration) position, 
placing his hands on the 
ground with his forehead 
‘on his bands, while 
repeating the formula of 
sloniti 
‘This ts followed by the 
jus (outing) position, 
wh 
Inte heels, squatting, with 
Fhanuls placed on the thighs 
He pertorms an 
with three “glorifications 
‘This completes the fist 
lunit of prayer, or rak'a, The 
the standing 
the 


all of the required rak'a, the 
‘orator stays on his knees 


the juts position, 
the thiyyut (the elexy of 
the Prophet) followed by 
the repetitinh of the 
shahaah (profession of 
faith), To comet the 
Prayer, he turns his head 
first to the right, then t 
the ett white sayin the 


raslim (the salueation of 
peace) 
The dawn prayer consists 


Wau’ and ghusl the 
purification. 

Touching impure objects, 
such as the skin of an 

nutnal ofa worman who is 
‘nota family member, 


the Muslim is forbidden to 
pray, to circumambulace the 


i cumsists uf three 
andl all others of four. The 
prayer can be made 

anywhere wt the presenbe 
time, either alone 


emu, but congtes 
devotion is encouraged 
The law demands that a 
congregational prayer be 
made in the 

Fridays at noon. Iris 
receded by the hhutha (the 
religious and moral sermon) 


siven by the Khanh 
(preacher), w' 


pone on 


fom either seated « 
standing ponition. 

Although traditional 
Islamic law considers F 
a holiday, work te not 
len 


this day 


Other prayers, reserved for 


required 


Zakat 
the almygiving tithe. 


The thind pillar of 
the 


tithe), also an esse 
religious duty, Asa ki 
Jebe to Grd, the Mu 


pays thes tithe in exchange 


for the geval things God a 
granted him. The payment 


A suhat 


Karta, and to come into 
physical contact with a 
cupy of the Qur'an. The 
state of impurity is removed 


by the wud’. Sexual 


relations du 


forty days which, 
ow childbirth, are 
considered a majoe 


The Five Pillars of Islam 


mizes the Musi’ 


hm As with the 
ther requirements, the 
(Qur'an refers 00 the shat 


frat the de 
‘only tn the h 
Prophet and 
The divine 


recited 


the Law 
command i 
explick "Be fea a 
Je 

Je sh 


re of your wealth for 
the welfare of others) 
pectic 


sof people to 


the 


impunity. Thi 
purged by th 
es) 

ab 


mn), the equivalent of 
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Prayer ma steet of Baghdad 
The maf inthe supud 
(prostraton) positon, 


Below: Rage hom a prayer 
took. The name ofthe Prophet 
(sine. Reading of the 

Qurian, enumeration of the 
‘name ot Allah and praise ofthe 
Prophet are a part of everytay 
ie for alt Muses, 
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The Five Pillars of Islam 


mumen who ar isk riny) its believed t Mk 
; ; He \ nts 
When the ca ; , Ramadan, th 
‘ ! : f 
i hs twilight I ” 
vot t p * 
ke up uve i hur, tk 
T \ t 
"0 yuip the di 
* ’ he day. As wit 
days f f 
\ 
the fast 
‘ 
” f 
The spiritual signi 
Sudaga and takat The rosuirement of The breaking of th wale 4 ‘ 
the fast tas t 
L bees ve = | 


‘oct dreclon of Mecea, foe 


181” century) Museum of 


Turcoulslanvc art, Istanbul 
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prayer). Obviously, the fase 
requites abstinence from all 
food and drink, bur sexu 


prohibited fn 
sunset. Quarreling, Iving, 
and slander ae all strietly 
forbudden. 

Wher the fast ends at 


sunset, abstinence is robien 
by eating dates and 


ranking water, ax sugested 


in the sunnah of the 


shott pr 
the bn 


Maslim calendar starts with 
u\. They ate, 
ner; Muharram, Saar, 
Ral al-Awal, Rab at 
Than, Jamad al-Awal, 
Jama at-Thant, Rajab 


the new t 


Shorban, Rasalan, Shawl 
Deu al-Qidah, Dhus al 
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Trade 


inal, after the 
raver of the evening, 


calle uth i sah 


preety cae 
the Prophet, this includes a 
pt raw and 
1 ruaxtrnun of were 
Ramah 
f chanty, during which the 
believer has the dun 


loa month 


‘his goods with the 


needy. The fast ends wher 
the new moon of the 
month of Shawwal appears, 
The abstinence is 
‘concluded andl the "id l-fir 
(the feast of the breaking of 
the fast) celebrated, 


Hajj 
the pilgrimage. 


The pilgrimage tm» Mecea 
the fifth pillar of Islam, Its 
petturm 


+ umperative 
and very strictly reyulated 
Each Muslim has the 

obligation t0 jour 


Mecca at least once th 


A the necessary 


ane ate available. The 


neu of the pilgrimage are 
very comphicateal The 
Quen all 


several st 


and precise 


Hijjah. They chosely 
cormespndl to the star 
months of January t 
December 


details are given by the 
suennah and the Tradition 
— particularly she one 
which 
Pilgrimage of the Prophet 
fm 632, not long hefore his 
Jeath 
The p 
between the eighth and 
thirteenth days of the 
month of Dhw al-Hijjah. Aw 
1 isa medium for 
purification, the hay ts an 
saptetiad erat a 


srimage © made 


believer’ le. During the 
vumey torwand and around 
the House of Ges, the 
Muslin asks for the 


expresses repentince. The 


‘contribute to his 
uriheation. after carrying 
the 


pilgrim 1 gwen the 
honorihe tthe of hag (ot 


haya for women), and this 


rou lives 
The rite of palgrimage 
sh effectively promotes 


<lanses ftom aruund the 


world have @ 


place that symblises the 


unity of the Islamic 
‘community. 

The holy ground of 
Mecca, the hava 
encompasses some of the 
surrounding countryside. Its 
limits were st by the 
Prophet himself. The five 
points of entry distributes 
around the borders of this 
holy space are known as 
manus, (singular mapa). 
As soon as they arrive at 
the holy ground, at the 
amigat corresponding to 
their country of ori 
Meri mut enter 
state of ram, 0 ritual 
purity. They star with the 
thas, the major ablut 


the 


and hngermails, put oo 
Ferfume, an clothe 
themvelves in palitim’s 
weal, 

‘When pertorming th 
‘wnrah for lewer 
iirimace), each paler 
eins by reciting the nivat 
without which it would be 
invalid. He must then 
announce his intent 
‘okey the divine onder to 9» 
tw Mecca by honly 
chanting the tllyya with 
the other pilgrims. This 
‘esformed daring the trip 


‘The call to pibgrimage. 
The Que'an speaks of w i 
this ways “Announce the 
Pilgnmage to the people 
They will come to you on 
foot and riding along 
distant roads on lear and 
slender beasts, In otder 
reach the place ot 
advantage for them, and 10 


The Five Pillars of Islam. 


ee ee are ee ee 


from the migat tthe sacred 
osque, where the pilgrims 
enter through the Door of 
Peace. After entering the 
hlly enclosure of the 

"bah, a the height of the 
Black Stone, the pulgrims 
begin the tawaf (circumam 
ulation), moving seven, 
tues counter-clockwise 
und the Kabah, 

The central area of the 
pilgrimage ts the Great 
Mosc of Mecca, which 
includes the Ka 
z 
tsa cubical butkding 

in the 
mile of the mous 
mense courtyank. The 


se al 


sm cornet, Ave feet 


block of black rock was 
already considered holy by 
Abraham and by the pre 


Abraham, ( 
Abahawn), 9 small be 
bs It near the Ka'bah whe 
Abnahatn lived be 
the northwest of the 
rmonque 1 the mav‘a (the 
place of the procession) 
where the cetemanies of 
the sat (the procession) 
therween the hills of Safa 

and Marwa take place, This 
ritual comm 


ion of ‘igrims atthe Ka'ba in 
Kling | Mecea, Saud Arabia. The Black 
Stone is eniconced in the 
‘eaten cormer ofthe bulking. 


Below: Map of Mecca trom the 
«cover of a compass (17th 
century), Museum of Turco 
‘lame Art, Istanbul 


object of wursh 


spring of Z 
further 


round the ancient House.” 
(Qur'an, 


nce the name of 
‘on appoanted days 
cover cattle He has given 
them for food; thet: eat of 
the meat and feed the 
rnceds and the poe / Let 
them attend to the 
etsons and complete the 
rites of pilgrimage, fulbll 
their wows and circuit 


27-29) 


W7 


The army of Munammad 
‘arches again the mde. 
Pervan miniature Bblotneque 
rationale Pans 


Below: Around the Ka'bah, 
agin are dressed i the 
required clothes of the 
pigamoge 
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was suggested and cared 
cout by the Prophet himself. 

After complesing the 
seventh tum around the 
Karbah, the believer leaves 
the area and proceeds to 
the sation of Abraham. 
(Once there, he says 
prayer of four rak’a, then 
follows the path towards 
the hill of Safa. After 
wee glorihcation 
the pilgrim walks 
the puth between the rwo 
ills sever umes. When 
finuhed, the 
Marwa to cut hett 
i they wish to expect the 
sonnah 
sense, to shave thett head, 
The “wnnih is conclinbet 
with thie act, and the shram 
(state of rstual purity) 
eta 

The difference between 
the Swmrah. (lesser 
pitersmage) and the hag 
(the great pilgrimage), is 


the snctest 


fixed period of time. After 
arriving at the magat, the 

believer says the nivat and 
centers the state of thnaim 

He then moves towards the 
Great Mosque of Mecca for 
th 


attends a sermon dedicated 


penn salut, where he 


The ‘wmrah and the 
aij. There ate two sot 
vigrimages the lesser, the 
the 
hay. The “wnrah can take 

place at ang time, bur i itis 
carried wut during Ramadan, 
tt acquires che same rel 

alue asthe gre 
pikerumage 


a 
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to the duties of the pilgrim. 
The second day, the ninth 
day of the holy month of 
Dhu al-Hijiab, the pilgrim, 
leaves for the plain in front 
of Moaint Arafat 
approneumately fox hours 
east of Mecca by camel, 
stopping for noon prayer at 
Mina, a place between the 
wo, According to the 
sunnah, this journey, called 
“the Day of Arafat,” s the 
culminating moment of the 
polgramage. The palgrums 
her toyether on the 


the afternoon until 
center into peayer and 
seorship, repeating loa, 
“Here am I Goal! Here am 
1" At sunset the pulgeims 
leave the plain of A 

and head towards 
Mudalifah. where they 
spend the might of th 
‘nth day. 

Just before dawn. 
another celebration takes 
place. similar to that at 
Arata, which ends with 
a race, fads, to reach 
Mina before auntie 
There. the pilgrims carry 
cnit the “Stoning of 


Satan,” whete seven stones 
are hurled against» slab 


‘The pigrim’s dress. 
Men wear two lengths of 
shite fabric, clean a 
unsewn. The cloth which 
ceraps around the hips, 
under the torso, is called 
the other, the nda, 
covers the upper halt of the 
beady, leaving the mgt 
shoulder hare. Women mast 


while the appropriate 
Phrase is spoken 

‘The tenth day of Dhu al- 
Hojah w the day sacrifices 
ate made in memory of 
Abeahom. The meat of the 
sacrificed animals i, forthe 
smost part distnbuted to 
poor people. After this, the 
pulgrms feturn to Min 
where the men cur thete 
eit heads, 
tnd the women trim theity 
bya few inches. 

At this point, the 
interdiction imponed 
under the state of purity ate 


Nair or shave 


sexual rela 
pole 
the cic 
the ay between the two 
hill. During the eleventh, 
twelfth and thurtecath days, 
the pilgrims travel to Mina 
‘where, each attenoon, they 
Wy stone the theee rock 
slabs representing Satan, 
starting wath the smallest 
The departure fon Mina 
trust he made before sunset 
Before leaving the holy 
places, the pilgrims return 
to the Ka'bah for the 
Circumambulation of 
Farewell. There re many 
ies between the hay 
andthe wnwh Reganting 


wear a dowing garment, of 
white fabei, f posible 
which leaves their face and 
hands hare 
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The jihad 
a sixth pillar? 


Like the fi 


I by the sh 
preset 
the ji : 
but tt depen 


hitab 
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irth and death 


(although i can be mourners recite the tay 
performed later, at the age im which they “su 
fof one oF two years). The tatement of faith 
parents give the child the mith 
rudiments religious oerectly respond ¢ 
education. After this, all rd Munir, the tw 
members of society he will mect on the other 


participate in the child 


instruction, hecause the 


religious life ts believed 
he one and the sume 
social ie 


Death 


At the onset of death 
several verses of the Que'an 


it cemetery at Rabat, 
ate recited to the dyy Mor 


the shahudih (the protession 
vf faith.) 

After death, the Law 
requites that the deceave 


Lett: Mastin ta 
lothing 1s the Shi 
m. The Q 


greot detod what awoits man 
ablution, ad that th raevale 


uurwewn kafan (shad 


Be 


participate sn the praye indolences and artend a fare, while Paradise is a 
bur public expression vt th amar Yer which inclusk 
g pin, ery 
onal so forth) stark he street, oF at the h Qur'an speaks of h 
Th bth Jevemed 
Iyin i 
the direction of Mec Tr ihe th 
After the burial, the co a 
The prayer for the Pr . alh 
dead, The prayer must b hiss T rd tl ihn and th 
recited while standing owed Elegy of th b he eral af 
starting w at, and het. and the " . 
{s followed by four takh “ yet from th 
the Allah Akt, witht at), colag'e 
hand lifted only on the srreestion of inesey tnd 
first recitation. Cerrain he tonzrver F 


allow the reading of the deceased 
siwah Fatibah, “the fourth tahber 
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Marriage 


father to force h 
On the other h 


meantime, mamed another 
muha, wh 
clfdiverced hee In (Q 


The status of women 


T 


Right of inheritance 
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ground. How bad is the 
judgment that they make! 
(Qur'an 16: 58-59). 

“The question of adultery 
in general is covered in. 
Surah 24: 2-4. "The 
adulteress and adulterer 
should be logged a hundred 
lashes exch, and no pity for 
them should deter you fr 
the law of God. f you 
believe in God and the Last 
Day; and the punishment 
should be witnessed by a 
body of believers. / The 
adulterer can marry no o 
bur an adulteress or his 
partner (in the act), and 
the adulteress can 
any by 
partner (in the ace). This is 
forbidden the believers. 
Those who defame chi 
wd do not bring 
four witnesses should he 
punished with eig 
Hashes, anel their testin 
Id not he accepted 
afterwards, for they are 


forced, the 
), requires that 
four witnemes can testify to 
hhaving seen the adultery 


punishment a deter 
‘more than a teal dat 
Many consider the veil 


Mahram. A man cay 
see unveiled only those 
female relatives whom he is 
forbidden to marey (or has 
already married). They 
called makram, and include 
his mother, sister, wife, 


mother-in-law, daughter-in 
law (either son's wife or 


step-daughter), and all 


be a seri 
‘women’s rights in Islam. In 
fact, on this pout 


(Quran's guidance ts rather 
Bary: "Oh Prophet, tell your 
wives and daughter, and 
faithful, 


the women of th 


be recognized and no harm 
will come to them. God i 
giving and kind. 
(Quan 33: 59) 

From the Islamic pount 
view, the role and seatu 


with feminine nature. The 
natures of men art 
women ate diferent (not 
ple 
ach sex 


7 ifa man's wife 
1s tic, he bears the 
responsibility to support his 


ied by the 
after his marriage to the 
rich and noble Khadijah, 
hah, 


participated en fart 
duties 

In comparnon to the 
condition of pre-Islamic 


society, Islam hav liberated 
omen by giving them an 
important role to play. [es 
uundentable, however, that 
Islamic men benefit from, 


ther relatives of ditect 
ascent ot descent. The kaw 
grants the status of free 
‘man to children born from, 
slaves and thet masters 


The status of women 


cemain pavileges, which, 
ated in the historical 
xt of the bitth of 

The dem 


soctal progre 


aspects of the condition of 
women inevitable, in 

hartah 
lighe of 


conformity with th 


and with the divi 


Ista 


Hijab. The veil 0 
barrier aga 
agstenion. Woman's body 


st sexu 


ss considered ara (hare), 
is vulnerable and 
without defense In 


tothe h 
vemi-transparent hip 


wy negah. the 
Joos 


shadow with 


‘Woman wearing the hijab in a 
town of Ian, 


‘Below: Veed woman, 
Marrakech, Morocco. 
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Religious holidays 


Bet F brates 
1 
% 4 rot Mi 
7 ved but hol 
f han b 
" the Ch 1 
k 
nd) 
5p. Dar i " 
" rt days 


Religious holidays 


View of the Kodharmn Mosque 
in Baghdod, ag. the Sh 
inwovement constituted upon 
the recognition ofthe autharity 
‘tian 


Ielow: The hand of Fatima 
«@ papular ap engraving. n 
Sha, the wife of ‘Al, Fatma, 
isthe object of greot 
veneration 
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The Shi'a 


ia clans to be a 
Jochen of Isha al as 
velop ti 


gical doctrine. Like 
the sunnah. tp 
‘orthodox interpretation of 


the Islamic revelation. and 
Ihecause it  bettet suited to 
certain mentalities, 1 haw 
helped make Islam a 
universal religion 

The two schools diverse 
ally on the question, 

2a of the 

political 
and religious role. The 
question of succession hast 
‘hot been clearly resolved at 
the time of Muhammad's 
death. One group 


‘maintained that the 


Hanabyvah, 
the Umayyads. Muhammad 
was a son of "Alt, bur not of 
Fanmah, bom of a marriage 
after her death, Mukhtar 
succeeded in sering Kuta 


position must rest in the 
family and supported “Ali 
consi and son-in-law of 
the Prophet, hut the 
mayonity were in favor of 
Abu Bake. The fact that he 
veas chosen, according to 
the Sunni, allowed hum to 
be called Ad al- summa wil 
Bama‘ (the Relative by 
Teaditnn and Consensus) 
Finally, ‘Alt acceded to the 
caliphate in 657, following 
the successive rey of 
three al- Khuda ar 
Rachiehun (Rightly -C 
Caliph). He t 


1 and head of the 
Umayyad clan, who abo 
claimed the caliphate 
soon as the tide of 


), which 


been often deified 
among the group of hi 
faithful followers, called 
‘Shi'a, purty ar faction of 
All. A great number of his 
wets objected to bie 


because, accrining 80 
the only true jue 
These sere 
the Khari sect 
onists, They turned 
vunst ‘Alb ani the 


tbat es rebellion failed in 
657, when Muhammad 
pulled cut of the alliance 


‘Unmayyad dynasty as well 
‘Theie radical puritanism. 
and their use of terrorism 
strengthened the 
‘conformity of the religious 
leaders of the Sunni, 
leading to the creation of 
the class of ‘waa’ 
{religious scholar.) 
Beginning in the ninth 
century loyalty to the 
snennah and ro the use of 
comersun sequited 
doctrinal sats 

Tn opposition to 
the Sunt de of yma’ 
(consensus), another group 
cof the Shi'a advanced the 
doctrine of divine night. 
This doctrine, which did 
pot challenge Muhammad’ 
role as prophet, wa 
rnonconformst i that st 
refused to how to the ima 
Intead, i recexized the 
enon of che mam, who 
war vested with divinely 
sanctioned authonty and 
pomer 

Fallowing the 
assassination of ‘Al at 
Kuta, this group inviated 
that the caliphate remain, 
ww ‘Alls family. Husayn, 
All's youngest son w: 
overthrown at Karbala in 
{680 by the Umayyad troops 
cof Yard, Mu‘awiy 
successir. Husayn's violent 
death introduced the 
eme of suffering and 


‘The School of the 
‘Twelve Prophets. 

Iris also called Ja'far, after 
the sisth Imam, Ja'far al 
‘Sadiq. founder of the Shirt 
legal schowl, considered as 
the fith Islamic school of 
law. The Shi's duodeciman 
is clone to the Sunn 
shartah, except in that 


The Shi'a 


Shit movement fort 


around the recognition of 

the authority of san 

descending from Husayn, 
conversion to Is 


= wi i A 
q howls (th 
door open to the dihad ( 
reative thy fi Muh 1 i 
individual) and the indi Righely-Chundk 
idual interpretations a" 
Jogmna and of th ik he Hi 
There are diviss " Hi c 
he Sh't school u 
rnumber of imams thar th ' h 
hich concerns the . 
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The Shi'a 


inworthy, and the majont 


he ret become the Hi 


His followers wer 


int the doctor Jied at Medin 


w have the power troduced the first gn tance th 
ake laws, on the ri in inside the Shi'a Islamic worl th 
Qur'an and of faith. A lest son Africa to India, | 


Ku, Iraq, by Hamdan 
Karat, which has been 


wm Farimah, dau 


Druzism and Nizarism. followers in Seria, Lebanon who promoted the sect 
v Jer ind Iseael. 1 sptead i eastern contri 
i lee Dre p sled with Nizar, particularly in Persia), the 
dof ti di as at remained unchecked 

F inti they were annihilated 
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the Propher and first wife of 
Alt In 969, al- Mus, the 
fourth Fatimid caliph, 
conquered Egypt and made 
Cairo his capital. The 
power of the Fatinids 
spread to Syria and 
Palestine, ard for a centur 


was the most formidable in 

North Africa. After the 

death of the Caliph al- 

Mustansr in 1094, Facil 

power declined rapidly 
The th 

of Ismaifise was 


iphical sys 


anid codified in 


Persia in the eleventh, 
century. It is based on a 
allegorical interpeetation of 
the Qur'an ana reflects th 
influence of Neo-P 

teas, as seen an the theory 


of expression. Between the 
tenth and eleventh 
Ise 


deriving t isan 


Ismavlis anal Druze sect 
The tradition of the 
Nicari imams extended 1 
Persia, where Shah Fath 
aranted them the ate 
Aga Khan (Master Prin 
in 1834, Political intryue 
forced the first Age Khan 
into exile in India (1842) 
where he died forty years 


later. Today, Nia Isena’ ses 
still exist i Inch, Syria, 
Tran, and Europe 

Shi'ism is not very 


‘The Shaykh school. 
In the eighteenth century 
the Shaykh school wan 

synthesis of 

the Shit philosophy and 
the beliefs of certain Suh 
brotherhoods. In 1844, 
Sayyid "Ali Muhammad, 
born in 1821, a disciple of 
this schoa 


formed. Iti 


inn Islam 
tn regards to worship and 
tatuabs. Besides the 
traditional feast days 


Litferent from, 


Islam, the Ski's 
commemorate the 

martyrdom at Karbala ot 
the Imam Husayn and the 


This ceremony, celebrated 


Jusing the fist ton days of 
Muharram, the fist mo 
f the Islamic calendar, is 


4 


1u'-iyah, passton 
plays depicting the tragi 
hattle of Karbala. The burth, 
and that of 

x, Fatima, are al 


celebrated. 
Intl 
another Shi'i group, the 


Zayaiyya, named for Zayd 
ihn ‘Ali, a descendent of 
Ali, helped shaped the 


fe, inching Yemen and 


the states on the hanks of 
the Caspian Sea. Thi 


1p professes beliefs that 


Jrstingutsh 


placan mayor impsieta 


1 the principal 
imamate and Mu'tacthe 
theology. Present 

throughout Yemen and the 


wuts more thay six 


today this branch 


million follower 


himself Bab (jeateway « 


Imam), and the mirtor of 
the universal intelligence 
Conflict hetween his tw 
brothers divided ¢ 


death 
One of them, under the 
‘name of Baha'ollah 
became the foun 


Baha'ism, which profe 


The Shi 
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entombed. 


‘Mnter ort dnc. Persian 
immature (1360). Rezo Abbosy 
‘Museum, Teheran. Sufi, 
the master guides the disciple 
(7 the seta path 


Rawaemi 
mreti tendencies im 
Telam, Sufi apnes to a 


renenal, unmediated 
rebnunshyp, between man 
aral Gah The Sufis seek to 
withdraw from the tral 
aod rgd practices 
wonbip linked tothe 
shonah. Their muvement is 
sharactericel by dedication 
tothe goal of puntcation of 
the sul and the knowledew 
of Gia. Sut do not believe 
submit religions 
principles i the ony way to 
seta this: Instead they 
advocate an nner 

Ialarc revelate 
toacheve the 


Hal, (the state of 
ecstasy). The lenged-for 
on with the Dryine, 


the ordinary man. The 
mystical state, ecstasy of 
hal, lead to an “immersion. 
tn the divine light.” 
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tawhil (omenens with God), 
Full access to the mysteries 
st wha and deep 
knowledge of ts meaning 
are activities reserved tor 
the Sut, who seeks to see 
‘God in His enrizety 

The Sutis ideal puts him 
‘an conflict sith the fui 
(scholars ofthe Islamic 
law), that isto sayy there 
‘can be a diversence 
between respect for the 
sham'ah ana the search for 
the hagiga (truth). 

Sufiam aspires to a 
we and absolute gual 
total union with Goad It 
pave litle attention to the 
‘maternal and degmatic 
preoccupations of Islamic 
doctrine, which promise 
rewards to the faithful as 
‘well as happiness in the 
heteattor. Freeing harvelf 
from workdly concems, the 
Saft considers his word andl 
acticin to he directly 
inspires by Get a 
‘certain level of cestany, he 
‘becomes thar which he has 
heen searching for 

The mud (divciple) 
must be initiated bythe 
veshad(imaster), why 
transmits to him the Aaraka 
(the divine power or bles 
sine) Sut teach that 
fara has heen passed 


‘The tarigab. 

By following the tarigah 
the mystical path of 
‘Sufism), man endeavors 9 
liberate himself from the 
sons of multiplicity and 
lies im onder to attain 
‘oneness, which i, for him, 
the sole hope of meeting 
salvation. The goal of Sufi 


down from the Prophet 
‘through the ssl (the 
chain of authority). There 
are several schools of 
initiation, several eriqah, 
paths) corresponding to 
pareiculr sills, The great 
smusters ute the uinly 
receptacles of the authority 
‘needed to guarantee the 
authenticity of te chain, 
Sufism dates to the time of 
the Prophet, but the 
elaboration ah 
formulation of the Sul 
‘deal, by the intermediation, 
«of nope indivi, 
developed in secret, with 
small, exclusive meetings of 
Aisciples 

In the eighth century, 
before Su doctrine of 
‘Sutin haa heen fully 
articulated, Suh practice 
consisted of reading loud 
from the Qui'an durin 
private meeting. It was not 
‘until later that Sufi began 
two practice dhidy (ihe 
repetitive chanting of one 
‘of the names of Cea, 


sometimes fo music). 
The teaching of Sufism 
suok root an Baghdad 


during the muddle of the 
nunth century. This became 
the center from which it 
stored, Abwil-Quasin ibn 
Muhammad (4-910), one 


asceticism isthe 
incarnation vf al-Insan al- 
Kamal (the perfect mat), 
Gol is One, and to become 
(One. man muse open 
fhumself to the universal 


of the representatives of the 
Baghdad school, is known, 
for having articulated one 
of the mont 
doctrines of Sufism, His 
system of Idarnic 
theasophy, aided by his 


sherent 


profound and original 
intelligence, was never to 
be equaled Foreign 
elements within the 


4 profoundly mothe 
Inlamic conceptions, that 
s were rebuked 
exceeding the strict 
rogulations of the sham 'ah 
Hisayn ibe Mansur ab 
Halla (857-922), a Sufi of 
Persian origin was an 
linpoortant hgute sn early 
Sutistn, Later, Sus wins 
continued in Bersta by 
Shvaykls Abu So'al Aly" 
Khair (967-1049), who lad 
the foundations of th 
symbolic interpretts 
Suh poetry. He war « 


the first to establish a 
he for I 
‘communsty 

al-Din Rumi 
(1207-1278), originally 
from present-day 
Afghanistan, ere 
anal dives 
poems in 
tu 


collet 
an. He was 
ns for is maxnaee 


AL-Hasan al-Basti. 
An important early Sut 
writer and teacher, Hasan 
al-Basei was born tr 642 at 
Medina arid died in 728 in 
Basora. He hised his 
teachings on the famous 
saying. “Behave yourself iy 
this world as at never 
‘existed, and with the other 


(couplers), and, as the 
founder of the Mevlewi Suft 
onder, played a ke 
the spre of Sufism to the 
Turkish-speaking worl 
Sufisn’s diverse currents of 
thought opened the de 
individual mimative, grving 
burth to many diferent 
orders. Untortun: 
of these became corrupe 
ant font sight of Sutinm’s 
Mea 

Evidence of the 
cexntence of organized Su 
vedere can be 
starting in the twelfth ae 


thirteenth centuries. The 
spiritual gene 
underpinnang a Sub sheyhh’s 


authority was called the 


villa, probably bor 
fs 
‘one of the methods 
instituted to 
the vaiity of the Aah. In 
this way, the Sufi al-Khulde 
(dl, 959) traced the 

authenticity of his doctrine 


mt fmal (transtaittet) 


hack 10 the early Su 
acetic, Hasan al Base, and 
from Elian to the Prophet 
himself, by the 

4 the Compare 
thn Malik. The Nag 


the fist caliph, Abus ake, 


and the Suborwatde 


from ‘Umar, the see 


world as f you never have 


present life fr your 
life and you will earn both, 
you will not koe either one 
ithe orher.” Because of his 
fervent teach 


nsudered to be one of the 
inders of Sufism. 


Sufism 


The shayhh inthe be 
ofa Sut breeherhonl, and 


murah, his place 
residence and teaching 
vehicle for Islamic 

J domination 


mpeorant 


exp 
in northwest and sub 
Saharan Africa. In the 
sleventh century. the 
Almaravil dyrvanty led a 
jihad sieved at the 
witalization of orthendon 


{ann an these regions. In 


the tweltth century, the 
Almohad dynasty was 
‘ntlaertial iy Spain an 
Morocco, Theit leader, the 
Mahal thn Turmart, 


1 lowe which 
is freely given, being the 

only lave worthy of Ged. 
tributed to the illustrious 
ta al Adaya 


the best per 
Islamic mystictsen 


Sufi dance at Motmoto, 
Tunisia, The Suis aspire toa 
Total union with God, through 
2 sor of religious ecstasy 
rather than the rewards of 
Paradise that are promised 10 
those who respect Quranic 


Page trom The Conterence of 
the Birds, o work in verse of 
\ysntual nature by Ford Don 
“Aor. Persian, 1Sth-16th 
cenlunes. ibbateca Patotina, 
Pormo, 


Below: Wsesman in 
‘meditation Moghul school 
(17th century). Bish 
‘Museum, London, 


imposed the ach‘arte 
exthodoxy of Sub 
nypueation. 

Abu Madyan, a Sufi saint 
born in Seville credited 
with the creation of the 
center of Sufi influence in 
Nom Afnca in the twellth 
century. His student wa 
the great pantheistic 
theunphist Muhammad 
Muhytea-Din Akbar ih 
Arabs (1165-1240) of 
Murcia, Spain. Ab al 
Hoan ash-Shaahils 
(1196-1258), a disciple of 

Abu Maayan, was the 
founder of the Shaul 
order: One of his disciples, 
hn Ara Allah of Alew 
aruda (d. 1309) left a 
collection of maxims, ab 
Haku, which 6 the 


‘The Nishibe ones, 
founded in the fourteenth 
Bukhara by 
Muhwenmad Bubs'a:Din 
Nayphbuand (13171389), 6 
sone of the largest Sut 
Hrotherhool, Is influence 
extends today throughout 
‘Central Asia, Turkey, the 
Muslim Orient atu 
Europe. An orthodox order, 
i attracted » cultured elite 
boy its austerity. It forbids 
dancing, music, and all 


‘The Qaiiri order. 
‘Currently, one of the mont 
ramportant orders of Sut s 


‘Qadir ali 
bor mn 1078 mn the region 
‘of Jlan in Persia, and died 


‘uncomtrolled forms of dukr, 

The Sufis quickly 
succeeded in reformulating 
the traditional meaning of 
Mune}. (sear), and of rads, 
(hope), by grving them a 
new esoteric dimension, 
Fur the Suis, they become 
the two principles that 
permit access to the trae 
runleaige of Crk the 
annihilation of fara 
finiteness, that i, self 
anhilarion) and haga 
(survwval in Ged), the most 
advanced state of Sut 
practice 

Devoted to ascene 
practices and the 
‘purification of the sou 
Suis is exclusively 
‘oriented toward the goal of 
walking in Gols path, 
Spintual progress, called 
rmuadshaa, is attained by 
‘pasing through higher and 
higher stages called 
smagamat. The heart of the 
Sh vision yy ald alae 
(the love forthe Devine, 
‘en which rests the thesey of 
Iknemledge and existence. 

The Sufi believes that 
lowe is resolution. As 
such. the love of Geal for 
His creatures given out of 
Hs will to love anal isthe 
reason for the grace granted 
to men. The word “love" ts 


‘urgent call to exalt charity 
and duty toward one! 
neighbor above the 
‘conaderanon of temporal 
interests. Founded in 
Baghdad, this brotherhood 
spread into North Africa, 
sub-Saharan Africa, 
northern Turkey, and in the 
East as far as Indochina, 


frequently met with in the 
Qur'an. The Qur'an, 
describes the downward 
movement af divine love 
soeards Goal’ servant as 
‘well as the love that 
ascenals from the servant 
towards God, and the 
“exchange” between the 
to. “Say ‘Ifyou love God 
then follow me that Gl 
smay love you anal forgive 
your faults." (Qur'an 3 
M0) 

The Eeyprian Dou |. 
Non al-Misn (796-856) 
inked to this new 
conception of divine love 
the notion of wns (shared 
tntumacy). Intimacy with 
‘God comes fom the desire 
1 serve Him with a toral 
sellenness, because of the 
Joy that the Beloved ives 
tothe heart of he who 
‘contemplates Hin 

Suis overtime. 
developed an increasingly 
‘esoteric language, the sense 
cof which escapes non- 
snitiates. The shatahat, 
(swooning) were used 
sgn Sufi by their 
‘enemies, hecause they were 
seen ta eppome the shar'ah 
The shataht are the viable 
‘expresion of the two 
Aampesrtant clements of 
faa saa ahi, 


‘The Subrawandi order. 
Developed atcund the 
doctrines of Shihab al-Din 
al-Subrawendt (1145-124), 
this order spread ro AF 
Tews 


son of the onder of 


Sufism 


(unveiling) and shulahar . t . 9 der this Su 
shuhud (the priority Sess jaber ee al fi Jer (Mi wert 
contemplation) his nub " . i : ast 
The Suft ts opposed ui h c 

anything thar mediates nihilation of self. T fs ‘ 

hetween the seeker and al 
Ged, because each Suen 

mediation is remind impure 

that asnot yer heen pri E 

achieved. The fir s i 

mediation that st 

This is only possibl Jingu 

Iiierently ay whi val 

‘oui be called "ter . 

by calling it the hay 1 

wth). In th ned S 
from traditional i rn 

In Sufisin, the act 

all thonaghts of row A 

i Yeh 

the Be The Si s 
neither fears Hell 
for Paradise, To rem 1 

scan stage of h 
contemplation of th , 

Deeine or al-shihua, th 


The Rifa‘iya order. 


The Mevlevi 
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Islam and Europe 


The Arabs and 
southern Italy 
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Islam and Europe 


Arab poetry and Western 
poetry 


The term mut 


he libears 


Islam and Europe 


1095), Lisa d-din ibn al 4 European poetry. starting 
Khari (1313-1374), Laer, with the dole stl muowo, 
the long poems ended with the diffusion of ths type of 
1 shore eperition of verse Ara poetry thtonsgh 
‘or couplet in the Europe, particularly in 
vyernieular, called « khang Spits nd Sicily. The use of 
This form of strophic poetry this poetic style in the 

te considered as the poems of the first 
most characteristic an troubyaours can be found 
authentic expresion af polar Sicilian, Italian and 
Andalusian Arabic ut, European poetry, in the 

Its reputation as noble religious poetry of the 


firmed by Franciscans of the 
thirteenth 


linerarure was 


les greatest and mos f Hourtecath 


representative, Ibn Qe crturies, and en the son 
(1108-1160), Traveling andl the camreal chants of 
from town to town, he Florence of the fifteenth 

passed his Ife singing the century 

pases of diferent In Spain, the art of the 

overtios of the states al four inthe work 

‘unites under the {the poets Alphonse X in 
domi the thitteenth century, aty 
Man Villa Santini, ond Jan ck 


themes af his poets are Encina in ite 
wine, lave, and the exteenth cent 

sonauality 40 characteristic gente of poetry hat O10. Later, the Andalusian | Fragment of a poem by fon 
of his temperament interesting formal writer and philosopher Abu | Zamvack inthe room of Dos 

The miwashshah bs properties, nul its subjects in Hiacm | Mermonos, Alhambra, 

related to another type of anud themes were to have a Granada, Spain. Andalusian 
vernacular compost profound influenice on retical treatie on lowe | AYabie poetry 1s the source fr 
called zal. Among the European potty: ft gave 1 his Tang al-h The | S#veral Westem poetic genes 
precursors of this style dee rive forthe convent Necklace of the Dawe. His 

‘Ab Yn Bao sl love chat wee Stennweale jn | Bow Me over, Det of 
(926-1013), Said ibn ‘Als! revolutionize medieval the poetry of Dante and Rasta prioting of he 150 


Rubbibu (d. 954) and thn European literature Petrarch. The constroction peur. florence, pete 


Ma'as-Sarva, wl yOieieact wey nie clean 


shah yore 


a specialist 


inthe Romance vernacular by Abw Bakr s:-Zahus 
Uiterature, we owe the birth whodies sn Bayghabad an 
Common elements, the hover’ confidant. The which culn in 
The connection between wets name was never Jepresion, insomnia and 
Romantic poetry, the mentioned: he was only sm ven death, and 
imuwashshah and the zajal depicted as "my lord” or the mourning for the 


rests upon similatities like snes fellows.” Mot 
the presence in the two common in Eurupeat were already present in 
we at Arab poetry before they 


e heures Iiverature such 2 


vss", "jealous first sight the trigh wed an Europe 
id “fellow.” The wer 


reader ts cast inthe role of the ang 


sh of true have 
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_ Glossary 


Adhan: Muslion call 1 
prayer 


Abi al-kitabs “People of 
the Book" the followers of 
the religions of the written 
| Revelation: Jews, 

| Chyisttans, Zonvaoereans 


| Ackuns Pillars of Islam. 

| These are Iham’s five 

| fundamental precepts: the 
profesion of faith. prayer. 

| hace, fasting. anat 
pilgrimage 


| ‘Achurar The tenth day of 
the month of Muharram, 

| om which fasting i= 

recommended. It couneides 

with the commemorabon 

‘of the awasination of 

Huaryn, son of “Al, 


formula which open all of 
‘the sterah of the Qur'an. It 
fs said before the reading of 
stocumerts, speeches ated 
the performance ofall rel 
shou acts by the believer. 


Fatihah: “The Prologue", 
“the Opening”, tonne of the 
first surah of the Quin. 
‘This i the most cornmonly 
| wed text of the Holy Book 


Figh: The science of 
lame jurisprudence, to 
which the Muslin» 
subject. It lexlly castes 
all sebons seconding to 
‘values that range from. 
require to forbidden. 


Ghust: Total sblution of 
the baal, necessary t0 Fe 

sstablab the state of purity 
that is required to catty cut 
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‘inaal acts, wed in cases. 
sehere the believer 1 in 
state of great impunity. 


Haji: The great pilgrimage 
to Mecea, which every 
Muslim must carry out at 
least once during his or het 
Ie, during a specific period 
of the year 


Hanifs Those who, during 
the pre-blamic periea, did 
not accept polytheiam, not 
subscribe to Chhnianity 0 
Judaism. Later, this term 
wae used to describe anyone 
whe believed mone soe: 
Go 


Haram: The term signifies 
holy” and Yorbsklen’: ie 
wamonginally yee to define 
the sacred quality of the 
Land surrounding Mecca. 


“Tadat: In te shari'ah, the 
aroup of physical acts of 
woohip by which man 
centers into a telationship, 
with Ged. 


jma’s “Consensus”, in 
Isfamic law, the unanimous 
agreement of schol: 
cconformaty to the shan’ ah, 
‘on important subjects. The 
third source of Islamic law. 


Ijtihad: “Creative thought 
of the individual”, the use 
‘of reason in the study of the 
‘Qur'an and the somnah 


leads congregational prayer 
tn the mosque. 


Isma'iliyyah: A branch of 
‘Shu'a Is name derives from 
Asma, recognized by the 
‘Shut a the last legitimate 


mmam. 


Imamiyyah: A Shit 
‘Maslin community thae 
awatt the return of the 
‘owlfth mam, Mubantnad 
al-Mahdi, who disappeared 
in S74 


Jihad “Seruggle, the duty 
‘of Muss to rake up arms 
“on the path of God" leis 
sonaideted an obligation by 
the community, bur not 
‘one ofthe five Pills, hat 
alo has a figurative 
meaning: the inner struggle 
tw fig against rempeanion 
and submit to the Will of 
God, 


Jizyat The tax required of 
‘non-Muslim residents of 
the Islamic state. 


Katbah: The cube-shaped, 
hh edifice situated ar the 
center of Mecea. Islamic 
‘teadition attributes its 
construction toy Abraham. 


Khulafa’ ar-Raschidun: 
The "Rightly-Guiged 
Galiphs”. The frst four 
‘othoskoe caliphs, succemons 
of the Prophet. 


Khuthas The religious 
sermon preached by the 
imam who leans the Friday 
congregational prayer i 
the moxque 


Madhhabs "Method! or 
“rite”; designates the four 
schools of Sunni Muslim 
law: Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi, 
and Hank 


Madrassah: Quranic 
school. Generally held in or 
hhonide a monque, it reaches 
tthe figh and the Qur'an. 


Mibrab: Arched, concave 
niche ina wall of « moss, 
Indicating the direction of 
Mecca. 


Mu’amalat: In the shart ah, 
this refers to the sphere of 
relations between 
individuals (a6 opposed to 
the relationship between an 
individual and Gosl), 


“Mufti: Supreme judicial 
figure, who has the 
sauthority to make a legal 
‘pinion (fara) reyarding 9 
point of Islamic law, 


Qiblah: The direction of 
Mecca towand which the 
fob rr daring payer: 


Qiyas: “Analogical 
deduction"; che fourth 
soutee of Islamic law. 


‘Quefans For Muslims, its 
the Largest of miracles, 
‘inimitable, the eternal word 
of Allah, co-eternal with 
God and unereated. fe was 
‘evened to Muhammad, 
who was the physical 
intermediary of the divine 
Revelation, 


‘Ramadan: Ninth month of 
the Muslim lunar calendar, 
during which the Qur'an 
war revealed to the 
Prophet, and the month of 
the annual fst: 


Sadaga: Voluntary charity, 
not regulated by procive 
rules like the aks 


‘centuries. Its goal was to 
purge all foreign elements 
from Islamic tradition. 


Salat: The second Pillar of 
‘Islam, the canonical peayer, 


made five times daily ar 
prescribed umes. 


‘Sawm: The fourth Pillar of 
Iam, the fast during the 
month of Ramadan. The 
sum is required of all 
Musbien adhules in good 
health 


‘Sa'vit The procesion that 
the pilgrims make sever 
tumes between the hills of 
Safa angi Marwa during the 
reat pilgrimage 


Shari'ah: Patt of the 
Islamic doctrine that 
Muslims consider as 
fundamental to the faith: 
the law which regulates all 
actions, povate or public 


‘Shahadah: The profewion 
of faith, fst Pillar of Islam, 


Shia: The party of “Ali 
‘cousin and son-in-law of 
the Prophet; the Muslims 


Shura: Council established 
by the Caliph ‘Umar, 
composed of the Compan: 
tons of the Prophet 


Sufism: The mystical 
bbeanch of Islam. 


‘Sunnah: “Behavior”; one of 
the four sources of Isamic 
theology and lav, along 
with the Que’an, the gma 
and the gry. The sources 
of the nunmah are the 
hadith 


Surah Each of the U4 
chapters which composes 
the Quran 


Takbie: The Alluhu Akbar 
formals, "God is Great", 
said by the faithful carrying 
out certain ritual acts. 


Glossary 


‘Tarigah: “The mystical 
path", desumating the 
‘mysnical Muslim brother: 
hoods 


‘Tawaf: Crcumambulation 
‘carried out by the faithful 


during pilgrimage composed | 


cof seven consecutive cycles, 
in counter-clockwise 
direction, around the 
Katoh. 


*Ulama’: Plural of alm. 
term which designates the 
scholars who ate versed in 
the knowledge of the 
Qur'an. 


Umma: “Community” or 
“nation”, designating 9 
soup of Muslim, without 
any ethnic of cultural 
distinctions, 


“Umrah: A minor 
pilgamage to Mecca, which 
‘can be made at any time of 
the year 


Wahhabiyyab: Rigid Sunni 
movement founded by 
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al- 
Wahhub in central Arabia 
an the midle of the 
‘eighteenth century: 


Wud’: Minor ablurion 
bringing a state of purity 
IECENAAFY tO CARTY ox ACES 
cof worship. 


‘Zakat: “Almagiving riche”, 
the third Pillar of Islam, 


Zaydiyya: Muslim Shs 
sect of moderate leanings, 
founded by Zaryd thn ‘Al 
who died in 740, 
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| Currensly, the spread of 
| caunenes of the 


in Europe ana on the 


Islam in the world 


[ola ts not limited vo 
world. Many Muslims live 


American continent, All. 
embracing. Isom ts Ae 
ngest religion after 
Chaiseianity. There ane 
sannared 842,000,000 
Maastims, E?% of the: 
workt’s populanon, 


‘Asian eepublics and es 
‘Sevtet Uniony: 45,000,000; 
Burp: 9000000, 
American conninent 
LON, 


The mnt popes Ilo 
country 6 Indonesia Is 
HZ Muli 
represent 829% of 
-pulation: following are 


129%), Bangladesh 
(75.0NAV, 80%), Turkey 
(99%) and Exype (85%). 
‘There are 58,000,000 
Mastios in China, In the: 
Middle-East atl North 


work The Shit ate the 
nesjority in Kran (9%), 
Ira (mone than 55%), 
Lebanon, Azerbaijan, 
‘Oman and Yemen (50% ore 
Zaysi Shi All of the 
tocher Islamic countries 
have a Suni mapa: 


the rising of the new moon. 
Tis visible, the next 
‘month arts 


cot July, 622. 
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